Regional Information – State of the World’s Children Report 2004

South Asia 

Net primary school enrolment ratio 1997-2000  

South Asia 80% male, 65% female
Sub-Saharan Africa 63% male, 58% female

Middle East & North Africa 83% male, 75% female

East Asia & Pacific 93% male, 92% female

Latin America & Caribbean 96% male, 94% female

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 88% male, 84% female 

Net primary school attendance 1992-2002 

South Asia 76% male, 69% female


Sub-Saharan Africa 58% male, 54% female

Middle East & North Africa 82% male, 74% female

East Asia & Pacific N/A
Latin America & Caribbean 91% male, 91% female

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 79% male, 76% female 

[p.121 Statistical Table 5]
· Eighty-three per cent of all girls out of school in the world live in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and East Asia and the Pacific.  [p.33]

Primary school enrolment/attendance 
· Net primary school enrolment ratios increased during the 1990s in all regions. The 2002 world average was 81 per cent.  
· Enormous regional variations: Enrolment rates in Latin America and the Caribbean are close to those of industrialized countries, at 94 and 97 per cent respectively. South Asia lags much further behind at 74 per cent, while sub-Saharan Africa languishes at a mere 59 per cent.  [p. 31] 

Examples of Best Practices
Afghanistan – The Back to School campaign in Afghanistan in 2002 showed what is possible when the international community is seriously committed to tackling a crisis. At the end of 2001, the Interim Administration, with the support of UNICEF, undertook to do all it could to help rebuild the country’s education system, focusing first on enabling 1.5 million children to start school at the end of March 2002.  [p.73, Panel 11]

Bangladesh - Since 1997, schools for the hard to reach, using the BRAC model, run for two hours each day, six days a week, and are drawing in children such as girls living-in as domestic workers, who would otherwise have no chance to receive a basic education. With total enrolment now at about 1.2 million, the majority of whom are girls, and an overwhelming female faculty, the programme is a success.  [p.85] 
Bhutan – Some 261 community schools have been established in huts, temples or farmhouses rather than in specialized school buildings, with management and supervision vested in parents and the local community. The Department of Education has successfully narrowed the difference in the proportion of primary school enrolment between boys and girls from 24 per cent in 1990 to 6 per cent in 2000. The drop-out rate for both boys and girls has also decreased significantly from 8 per cent in 1995 to 4 per cent in 1999.  [p.86]
India – The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the Government of India’s policy statement on universal elementary education, was announced in 2001. It aims to promote quality, community-based education and recognizes that education should be made useful and relevant by improving the curriculum, focusing on child-centered activities, investing in teacher training, and developing effective and innovative teaching aids and strategies. The initiative focuses on children from socially vulnerable and economically marginal groups, including girls, and promotes the active participation of the community in the management of schools. It has provision for the distribution of free textbooks to all girls and children belonging to the scheduled caste and scheduled tribes up to grade 8.  [p.88]
