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Middle East and North Africa

Net primary school enrolment ratio 1997-2000  
Middle East & North Africa 83% male, 75% female
Sub-Saharan Africa 63% male, 58% female

South Asia 80% male, 65% female

East Asia & Pacific 93% male, 92% female

Latin America & Caribbean 96% male, 94% female

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 88% male, 84% female 

Net primary school attendance 1992-2002 
Middle East & North Africa 82% male, 74% female
Sub-Saharan Africa 58% male, 54% female

South Asia 76% male, 69% female

East Asia & Pacific  N/A 

Latin America & Caribbean 91% male, 91% female

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 79% male, 76% female 

[p.121 – Statistical Table 5]

Primary school completion

· A recent World Bank study indicates that the population-weighted rate of primary-school completion in the developing world rose from 73 per cent to 81 per cent during the 1990s. The global figure masks great regional and gender variations. In sub-Saharan Africa the completion rate has improved over the decade but it is still barely over 50 per cent, and if it continues to increase only at the present rate, it will barely reach 60 per cent by 2015. In the Middle East and North Africa, completion rates are generally higher, at around 74 per cent, but have remained stagnant throughout the 1990s.  [p. 32]
Gender gap in enrolment
· The gender gap in enrolment certainly narrowed during the 1990s. Nearly two thirds of developing countries improved on girls’ enrolment over the decade, with the biggest improvements seen in Benin, Chad, the Gambia, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Nepal, Pakistan and Sudan. 

- In Morocco, the proportion of girls’ enrolment in rural areas shot up from 44.6 per cent in 
1997-1998 to 82.2 per cent in 2002-2003.  [p.33]
Girls’ education and child labour
· After families, education is the next perimeter of a protective environment for children. Schools can be a powerful protective force in most children’s lives, especially for girls and others who are highly vulnerable. [p.51]  
· In Morocco, according to a 2001 survey by the Ministry of Economic Provision and Planning, about 23,000 girls were employed as maids in the Casablanca region, some 60 per cent of them under 15. Since 2001, in partnership with local non-governmental organizations, and supported by the Wilaya of Casablanca, UNICEF has helped these girls receive an education and basic health care.  [p.52] 

Education and conflict 
· UNICEF, working with the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army in areas it controls, is trying to address the dire educational possibilities of children: As few as 15 per cent of primary-school-aged children in southern Sudan are in school, and girls represent only one quarter of this number. 

· Only 560 of the 8,000 teachers in southern Sudan are women, a mere 7 per cent. [p.54] 
Examples of Best Practices
Egypt – A series of high-level meetings chaired by the First Lady, H.E. Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, set girls’ education as Egypt’s top development priority for the next five years and pledged to end the gender gap by the year 2007 – by reaching more than half a million out-of-school girls. A national task force has been established, involving more than a dozen government ministries along with non-governmental organizations and United Nations agencies, with the aim of establishing 3,000 girl-friendly schools in 2003.  [p.19-20, Panel 3] 
Sudan – Sudan has one of the lowest girls’ net enrolment rates in the world (42 per cent). But change is in the air – change that is showing how community involvement in girls’ education can make all the difference. The Sudanese Government and UNICEF have launched the Child-Friendly Community Initiative, which has resulted in over 378 such communities in the 9 most disadvantaged states of the north and 3 accessible urban areas in the south, taking the lead in building schools, supporting teachers and monitoring school activities.  [p.65, Panel 10] 
