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Central and Eastern Europe, Commonwealth of Independent 

States and Baltic States

Net primary school enrolment ratio 1997-2000  

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 88% male, 84% female
Sub-Saharan Africa 63% male, 58% female

Middle East & North Africa 83% male, 75% female

South Asia 80% male, 65% female

East Asia & Pacific 93% male, 92% female

Latin America & Caribbean 96% male, 94% female

Net primary school attendance 1992-2002 

CEE/CIS & Baltic States 79% male, 76% female
Sub-Saharan Africa 58% male, 54% female

Middle East & North Africa 82% male, 74% female

South Asia 76% male, 69% female

East Asia & Pacific  N/A
Latin America & Caribbean 91% male, 91% female 
- p. 121 Statistical Table 5
· In Bosnia and Herzegovina, as in other countries in the Central and Eastern Europe region and throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, issues related to girls’ education constitute a ‘hidden crisis’. Since there are good attendance and enrolment rates among girls, their education is not seen as a concern, even though reports on the increasing number of girls who drop out of school, especially in rural areas, are an indication that a serious problem exists.  [p.34] 
· In the past decade, enrolment rates in some countries in the Central and Eastern European region have decreased considerably at all levels from primary to secondary. Morevoer, parity in enrolment does not equate to parity in education, which also includes completion and learning achievement. In many cases, countries might show no enrolment gap between boys and girls but a serious gap in learning achievements, reflecting a difference in the quality of education received by girls and by boys.  [p.34-35]

· In Serbia and Montenegro, although general statistics are not alarming, data show that girls who are discriminated against due to poverty, developmental disorders or ethnic background (like the Roma) suffer a double disadvantage when it comes to access to education. Their drop-out rate is reported to be up to 80 per cent higher than that of boys.  [p. 35]

· In Azerbaijan, a survey conducted in 2002 revealed a gender gap in learning achievement in terms of literacy, numeracy and life skills among children leaving primary school. While all of the boys passed the literacy test, only 52 per cent of the girls passed. All boys passed the numeracy exam, while only 52 per cent of girls were successful. All boys were successful in a life skills test, while only 72 per cent of girls passed. Clearly, participation in education itself is not necessarily an empowering activity. Stereotypes can actually be reinforced by participating in a system where traditional gender roles are being taught, lowering girls’ sense of their own potential and their learning achievement. [p. 35]

Examples of Best Practices
Turkey – Local learning centres have been so successful that the Turkish Ministry of Education has adopted the open primary school as a model for its girls’ education strategy. The open primary schools, which were set up to enrol girls normally confined to the home, aim to give a second chance to girls who have not completed their compulsory primary schooling – as well as to release them from the burden of domestic work in their own families.  [p.61, Panel 9; p.86]
Romania – Sport has increased school participation among the minority Roma community by providing an opportunity for girls and boys to participate in teams, conditional to school attendance and academic performance.  [p.84] 
