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“They brought us 
their ideas, hopes 
and dreams.”

Kofi A. Annan



THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2003

The focus of this year’s The State of the World’s Children – child participation – is intended to
remind adults of their obligation to elicit and consider the views of children and young people
when decisions are being made that affect their lives.

The report’s theme is true to the spirit of the historic General Assembly Special Session on
Children, held in May 2002. For the first time, the General Assembly met to discuss exclusively
children’s issues; and for the first time, large numbers of children were included as official
members of delegations, representing governments and non-governmental organizations.

The children’s presence transformed the atmosphere of the United Nations. Into our usually
measured and diplomatic discussions, they introduced their passions, questions, fears, challenges,
enthusiasm and optimism. They brought us their ideas, hopes and dreams. They gave life to the
values of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. And they contributed something only they
could know: the experience of being young in the 21st century – in a time when HIV/AIDS
continues to grow at a devastating rate; in a time when unprecedented wealth coexists with
extreme poverty; in a time when the rights of children, while almost universally recognized,
are abused systematically and daily throughout the world.

In the outcome document of the Special Session, Governments declared their commitment to
changing the world for and with children – to build a world fit for children in the 21st century.
We will achieve this only if Governments fulfil their promise that the voices of children and young
people will be heard loud and clear; if we ensure the full participation of children in the work to
build a better future.

Kofi A. Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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