
 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Protection in South Sudan 

Briefing note 

During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners continued to deliver critical child protection services reaching 
32,193 individuals with services and messaging. 34,206 children (18,464 boys; 15,742 girls) were reached with 
psychosocial support (PSS) and 539 (296 boys; 243 girls) children with case management services.  
 
UNICEF and partners trained 628 liaison community leaders and reached 10,029 children with key lifesaving 
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) messages; 100 children (37 girls) were released from armed forces and 
armed groups received case management services as part of reintegration. 614 unaccompanied and separated 
children were registered, and 18 reunified with their caregiver. A further 97 newly identified UASC were placed in 
family-based care. 87 caseworkers were trained on case management and interagency standard operating 
procedures and 15 selected and screened foster caregivers were trained on basic child protection concepts and foster 
care. 5 recovered child abductees were placed in interim care in Pibor which is managed by the UNICEF supported 
Ministry of Gender Child and Social Welfare social workers with the technical support of Plan International. The 
reunification of children is linked to the March 2021 peace agreement among the Nuer, Dinka and Murle tribes in 
GPAA regarding the exchange of abducted women and children.  

Major developments, July - September 2021: 

  

 

87,315 people 

reached with GBV 
prevention and response 
services 

9,086 children and 

community members 
reached with mine risk 
education  

34,206 children 

reached with psychosocial 
support services 

A total number of 38,126 beneficiaries (10,853 Girls, 8,347 Boys, 10,390 Women and 8,806 Men) were reached with gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention, response and risk mitigation services including individualized case management, PSS, skills building courses and referrals to other 
specialized services. 

Escalation in armed clashes between various armed groups particularly in Tambura Western Equatoria and Yei Central Equatoria increased children’s 
vulnerability to the six grave child right violations.  On 11 August 2021, the government of South Sudan extended the implementation period of the 
comprehensive action plan to prevent and halt grave child right violations in South Sudan from 7 February 2021 to 7 August 2022. In September, 
UNICEF as a co-chair of the United Nations Country Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting delivered two knowledge and skills-based capacity-
building trainings for 60 senior military officers (Division commanders) including (2 women) from all parties to the peace agreement, in Juba, to 
enhance their capacity in the implementation of the comprehensive action plan to stop and prevent grave violations against children in South Sudan. 
100 children (63 boys, 37 girls), were enrolled into a vocational training centre in Yambio, Western Equatoria state. These children are part of the 
caseload released in 2019 and whose livelihood training was delayed due to limited resources. 

In addition, UNICEF supported implementing partners reached 3,819,538 individuals with messages on children's rights and the Child Act 2008 through 
radio programmes and other awareness raising activities. In Bor, Greater Pibor Administrative Area, Bentiu, Juba and Aweil, 152 children in contact 
with the law were provided with case management services and 50 children were enabled to have access to a justice service consistent with the best 
interest of the child. 

Following sustained advocacy from UNICEF, the Government of South Sudan has submitted to the CRC Committee in Geneva the Initial State Party 
report on the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 



• Strengthen community engagement in programming and improve mobile 
responses for hard to reach areas.  

• Increased localization strategies to broaden and strengthen local actors’ 
capacity and engagement to address child protection challenges.  

• Design strategies to scale up access to MHPSS services by mainstreaming 
them into education and health sectors and supporting the development of a 
social service workforce.  

• UNICEF and partners in the Country Task Force on Monitoring and Reporting 
will support fundraising for the Comprehensive Action Plan.  

• Increase efforts of integrating GBV risk mitigation into other sectoral 
programmes and in clusters’ initiatives and actions.   

• Scale-up the provision of lifesaving GBV prevention and response services in 
areas affected by floods and food insecurity.  

• Work with the Government of South Sudan and partners to raise awareness 
on children’s legal rights and implement of the Child Act 2008. 

• Multidisciplinary training conducted on Child Act and juvenile justice. A total 
of 81 (55 male and 26 female). Judges, prosecutors, police and prisons 
officers and social workers were trained to demonstrate increased knowledge 
on juvenile justice and inmate care in both juba and Bor. 

 

   

 

 

Funding situation: 

2021 UNICEF Child Protection appeal  

US$ 24 million 
Current funding gap:   

80 % 

UNICEF targets for 2021: 

 

80,000 people 
receive psychosocial 
services 

50,000 children 

reached with mine risk 
education 

 

 

 

  

160,000 children 

receive critical child 
protection services 

7,000+ in need of 

family tracing and 
reunification services 

50% women have 

suffered from intimate 
partner violence 

• Humanitarian needs in South Sudan are mainly driven by the impacts of 
years of conflict and food insecurity, floods, and intercommunal violence. 
This context increases child protection risks. 

• Lack of livelihood opportunities have forced many families to resort to 
negative coping strategies, with many children exposed to child labour, early 
marriage, violence and increased vulnerability to recruitment and use by 
armed groups.  

• Mental health and psychosocial distress, GBV, family separation and 
abductions are threatening the daily lives of children and caregivers.  

• The number of children living and working in the streets and committing 
crimes has increased because school were closed for over a year due to 
COVID-19. 

• Social norms perpetuate and reinforce multiple forms of violence against 
women and girls and prevent help-seeking.  

• Severe reduction of funds affected UNICEF’s ability to scale up key Child 
Protection in Emergency services  

• The lack of knowledge about children’s legal rights and child-friendly 
procedures, both within communities and among justice actors, is prevalent.  

• Comprehensive Action Plan to end grave violations was signed, but there is 
no funding to implement it. 

Situation snapshot: 

13,000 cases of 

grave violations against 
children reported since 
December 2013 
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Solution: 

Challenges: 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan
https://twitter.com/unicefssudan
https://www.instagram.com/unicefssudan/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFSouthSudan/
https://www.unicef.org/southsudan/

