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INPUT DOCUMENT:

SOUTH AFRICAN DELEGATION

INTRODUCTION
South Africa’s key energy sources are:
1. Electricity with 72% national coverage. Electricity is generated from:
· Coal – environmentally unfriendly (95% usage to produce  electricity) 
· Nuclear – relatively clean

· Water 

· Renewable energy – clean 

· Solar which is not as popular as it should be  

2. Petroleum with the following by products:

· Diesel

· Gas

· Paraffin
· Ethanol
3. Bio-Mass

· Waste products

· Wood 

· Select plants e.g sugar cane
SA CHILDREN’S ISSUES ON ENERGY 
1. While Energy is critical to facilitate development and establishment of quality life, there is uneven distribution of energy in South Africa. This makes it difficult for children in areas without electricity e.g to access electronic systems in support of their education. 

Children have a right to Education 
Recommendation

There should be universal access to electricity in SA

2. South Africa is experiencing a depletion of primary energy sources such as coal and wood. 

The Constitution of SA states that everyone – including children – has a right to have the environment protected for the benefit of future generations 
Recommendation

     Alternative environment friendly energy sources need to be identified.

3. Petrol prices that are increasingly escalating stifle development and nation building in South Africa. 

Children are entitled to socio economic rights  

Recommendation

     The Government, Petro SA and Sasol need to find ways to make petrol 

     and by products e.g paraffin affordable to South Africans – especially

     poor households

4. South Africa, Nigeria, Egypt, Algeria and Libya collectively consume 78% of Africa’s energy while 22% is shared by the rest of Africa. This is not good for the development of nations in the Region. Hence the migration of people to other countries  

South Africa has committed to contribute towards the realisation of national prosperity, a better Africa and a better World. 
Recommendation

It is important for SA to contribute to the normalization of this situation

5. Public awareness on Energy Efficiency and environmental conservation need to be strengthened.

Environment protection rights of children


Recommendation


The Department of Mineral and Energy needs to strengthen its current 

     public awareness on energy efficiencies and evaluate impact

6. South Africa needs to prioritise national measures to treat nuclear waste because radiation from nuclear programmes can be life threatening. 

Children have a right to a safe environment

Recommendation

Nuclear safety and management systems need to be strengthened in 

South Africa

7. Wind and solar energy sources are attractive options, but they are not as reliable as nuclear energy 

Recommendation

South Africa needs to further explore nuclear energy options  

8. South Africa signed key International nuclear and energy Treaties. We have also signed bilateral agreement with select countries

Nations of the world need to cooperate and collaborate for the best interest of the child
9. It is important to have sustainable energy supply in South Africa. The shortage of gas and electricity supply is detrimental to health care, national well being and economic growth.   
Recommendation

South Africa must continuously review its short, medium and long-term energy supply plans   
10. In this Age of Hope, it is important that children be enabled to discuss the issue of energy and its impact on “their rights and age appropriate responsibilities”  

This is in line with the spirit of “The People’s Contract”

Recommendation

South Africa must action the agreed children’s summit on energy and its impact on children’s rights and responsibilities

ISSUES TO BE RAISED WITH G8 – THROUGH JUNIOR G8
We urge the G8 to:

1. Support developing countries in their obligations to ensure universal access and affordability to basic energy sources in their nations (e.g electricity)
2. Share energy conservation and efficiency measures with developing countries

3. Honour and accelerate delivery on their commitment to Regional economies

4. Advocate for the intensification of nuclear safety measures to ensure proper management of nuclear waste

5. Ensure that energy sources do not fuel wars in developing countries, but rather promote sustainable development (like the diamonds did)

6. Address the volatility of energy prices because this has a very negative impact on developing countries and the well being of children - especially in Africa.

7. The energy industry must prioritise investment in developing countries in which they make business. In this regard they should invest in poverty eradication, education, skills development, purchase of services by these countries and renewable energy.
8. Foster stronger collaboration and development of innovative partnerships between the public and private partnerships to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy sources that are affordable and safe, e.g solar, water, wind and bio fuel energies

Additional Information
9. In SA, we have agreed with the Office on the Rights of the Child in the Presidency, the Department of Mineral and Energy and the National Children’s Rights Committee to hold a Children’s Summit on “Energy and its Impact on Children’s Rights Delivery” We hope that this summit will include participation of children in the Region.
10. The South African delegation notes that contribution to the children’s position paper to G8 has to be presented through Junior G8. This third party presentation approach has potential to weaken the passion and urgency that drives issues presented by children from Africa. 
Recommendation

The African delegation must be enabled to participate in junior G8 and to themselves present issues of children in Africa. This way, the African children delegation will be ensured that their priority issues reach the G8. 
Children of SA 

