Presentation by Mozambique

Mozambique is a very poor country of 19 million people of which more than 70% live in rural areas and around 50% are children under the age of 18.

The country is highly dependent on fossil fuels like petrol, charcoal, electricity and gas for energy production.

But these kinds of energy sources have many problems because:

1. They are not renewable

2. They are expensive and only available to a small number of people in the cities.

3. They harm the environment, for example: to get charcoal people in rural areas have to cut and burn large areas of planted trees, and often don’t replant them. 

Poor access to energy and the great dependency on non-renewable sources of energy affect the socio-economic development of the country. A major consequence is the poor supply of water to the majority of schools, hospitals and communities in rural areas.

People in rural, especially girls, have to walk long distances to get water, and as a result they have a bad school performance and some even drop out of school.

Poor water supply also affects provision of sanitation services in school and hospitals because children suffer from diarrhoea and other diseases related to lack of water.

Despite all these problems, Mozambique has a great potential of renewable energy resources. For example:

1. The country has enough rivers, which can be used to generate hydropower energy and supply water to the entire population.

2. The country has enough raw materials for biodiesel production and enough sun for solar energy production.

Therefore, we recommend G8 countries to support Mozambique in the development of renewable sources of energy such as:

1. Solar energy production, which could be used for water pumping and supply in rural areas.

2. Support the building of dams for water conservation and hydroelectric energy.

3. And finally the G8 countries can support Mozambique in developing capacities and technologies for biodiesel energy production.

