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Address Highlights prepared for

 Ms Scholastica S. Kimaryo, United Nations Resident Coordinator & United Nations Development Programme Representative, South Africa 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE JOINT CONFERENCE TOWARDS A NATIONAL ACTION PLAN TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN SOUTH AFRICA 
3 May 2006, Johannesburg, Kopanong Hotel

Madam Deputy President

Honourable Ministers and Deputy Ministers

Honourable MECs

Members of Local Government

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen:
We (I) am delighted to be here tonight!       
On behalf of the United Nations in South Africa, and on my personal behalf, let me begin by congratulating the Government of South Africa, through your Leadership, Madam Deputy President, for bringing all of us together for a common goal. 

We are here to join hands in a free and Democratic South Africa and to  reaffirm our commitment to accelerate action in a collective effort to end violence against women and children in South Africa, indeed in our Continent. 
By inviting the United Nations to be part of the core Team facilitating  this Conference which draws multisectoral role-players, our colleagues from government, in collaboration with civil society organisations, have paid great honour to the United Nations. We thank your Leadership, Deputy President, in this regard.  
For us, it is indeed an honour to be part of this national effort led by an inspiring Leadership who continue to work tirelessly for Democracy, Freedom and Justice in this country. 
We are here to pledge our solidarity and support – to learn, to share experiences and to work together to accelerate national actions – As decisively as WE won the struggle against apartheid – We are here to lend our support as we together strive to create the best possible environment to enable women, men and children to live free from all forms of violence, abuse and discrimination.   
Madam Deputy President,
Honourable Ministers and Deputy Ministers
Distinguished Guests, 

This Year, this Night and this Month – are very special for all of us!  (For many noble reasons.  I will touch on a few).  
Just seven weeks ago, we celebrated Human Rights Day, a day which commemorates those who sacrificed themselves in the struggle – particularly the 69 killed and 180 wounded in Sharpeville on 21 March 1960. Just a week ago, (we) South Africa celebrated Freedom Day – the day that saw the birth of today’s Freedom; today’s Democracy; and again in a few days time we will celebrate the 10th anniversary of  South Africa’s Constitution (May 8 -1996 – 10 years).  The National Rules-Book that guides and ensures that all South Africans enjoy their rights to freedom and justice.  We will see Africa’s Day commemorated – (25 May). 
South Africa, and indeed all of Africa, have come a long way!  But we still have many challenges. 
The United Nations Secretary, His Excellency Kofi Annan,  once stated – and I quote: 

“Violence against women is perhaps the most shameful human rights violation. And it is perhaps the most pervasive.  It knows no boundaries or geography, culture or wealth.  As long as it continues, we cannot claim to be making real progress towards equality, development and peace.” end quote.
This Conference is a powerful expression and demonstration of South Africa’s renewed commitment to and urgency to bridge gender based inequities; to ensure that All South Africans enjoy the benefits of a Constitutional  Democracy, particularly women and children.  
At a global and continental level, the work within the United Nations at the women’s conferences has been crucial for raising awareness on violence against women and Children, bringing it out in the open, to be discussed and acknowledged as a human rights violation.  The World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna and the Beijing Conference reaffirmed that women’s rights are human rights.  
Just a year before South Africa’s Freedom, the 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women was the first international human rights instrument to deal specifically with violence against women.  This Declaration enlarges the concept to reflect the real condition of women’s lives.  It recognizes not only physical, sexual and psychological violence but also the threat of such harm; it addresses violence against women within the family setting workplace, as well as within the general community.
African women made history last November with the entry into force of the Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Women in Africa.  We know that South Africa was one of the 15 signatories that enabled it to happen.  The Protocol provides for the protection of women against violence and sexual abuse including rape, as well as effective information, rehabilitation and reparation for victims and survivors.  It also makes specific provision for punishment for offenders.  

The Convention on the Rights of the Child; the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child also contain specific provisions for wide measures to protect children from physical or mental injury or abuse, including sexual abuse.

Madam Deputy President,  

These laws are important but laws have to be implemented; there has to be acceptance and understanding of the legal text, in the homes, in the workplace, at the police and in the courts.  We are very privileged to be part of the South Africa’s national efforts to end violence against women and children.  We are proud to be associated with South Africa’s progressive legislation, policy and programme innovations. 
These efforts are already bearing fruits both in this country and in our Continent through sharing good practices and models to prevent violence against women and children.  For example, the South Africa’s Anti-Rape Strategy; that provides a framework for integrated prevention and response services to women and children.  These initiatives are especially urgent as gender-based violence is one of the reasons why in many ways HIV and AIDS remain highest among women.
South Africa has also hosted many important global, continental and subregional conferences, including the UNSG Study on Violence against Children. I am sure that the outcomes of the National Action Plan will enhance the recommendations that will find their way into the UNSG Report – to be presented to the UN General Assembly in November this Year.
On Friday, 5 May – when we will have deliberated on our Action Plan and adopted a Declaration, we will be expressing our recommitment to the key gender equality principles of the Constitution when we strive to Ten years later: Making the Constitution work for Women and Children.”  

We are very pleased to be part of this important process. Through our joint Government and United Nations Development Assistance Framework in South Africa our cooperation will continue to build on the Five Major Programme Clusters leading to ASGISA and at the heart of which lie poverty reduction efforts  through enhanced service delivery, protection of children and women’s rights – to mention a few.   In so doing, Deputy President, we will work together – With South Africa Pointing the way to Positive Change – here again, allow me, Madam Deputy President,  to borrow a statement by the UN Secretary General. :
“What is needed is real, positive change that will give more power and confidence to women and girls, and transform relations between women and men at all levels of society.  Change that will strengthen legal protection of women’s property and inheritance rights…  Change that makes men assume their responsibility – in ensuring an education for their daughters; abstaining from sexual behaviour that puts others at risk; forgoing relations with girls and very young women; and understanding that when it comes to violence against women and children, there are no grounds for tolerance and no tolerable excuses” 
We all know too well that through your leadership, the community at large – We can lead the change and reverse this situation. We have seen this leadership surmount several bottlenecks, working together to accelerate national action to protect children, women and their families from all forms of violence and towards sustainable development. 
Madam Deputy President,  Honourable Ministers and Deputy Ministers, 
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations - ---- would like to express our sincere  appreciation and recognize the role played by our bilateral donors, Foundations, private sector collaborators, the academia, civil society organizations, Traditional leaders, the Media, artists, women, men as partners, young people and  children, themselves. Not the least our United Nations sister agencies.

Finally, we look forward to working together in the implementation of plans that will continue to make a South Africa Fit for All   - A South Africa, especially Fit for children and women.  

Thank you, Madam Deputy President
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