Premier Balindela and children debate issues raised in SOWC 2005 in East London, Eastern Cape 

13 December 2004 - An inter-generational dialogue between children and the Eastern Cape provincial leadership, headed by Premier Nosimo Balindela, the province’s colourful hands-on leader, framed the launch of the State of the World’s Children report, 2005 on 13 December at the Frances Mmeli School of Safety in East London, Eastern Cape. 

Eastern Cape Province, one of South Africa’s former homelands known as Transkei, under the apartheid regime, was selected as the venue because it is one of the poorest provinces in South Africa. Because of endemic poverty, the province also has the highest unemployment rate in the country and high numbers of marginalised children, children’s homes and places of safety. 

According to the South African Institute for Democracy (IDASA), eighty eight per cent of the province’s children lived below the poverty line of R490 per month in 2002, while unemployment stood at 32.5 per cent. By March 2004, it was at 27.8 per cent according to a labour force survey by Statistics South Africa. 

Eastern Cape is also the birthplace of two of the country’s Presidents -- Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki -- yet evidence of economic and social transformation is mostly minimal and slow. 

The launch was hosted jointly by UNICEF South Africa and the Eastern Cape Premier’s Office under which the Provincial Programme of Action for Children falls. Throwing its full support behind the project, the Office ensured the turnout of over 150 children and young people, members of the House of Traditional Leaders, NGO stakeholders and members of the Provincial Legislature. UNICEF South Africa organised media coverage and content aspects of the launch, arranging for a HRAP specialist to spend a day and a half in workshops to prepare a panel of 78 children, from a cross section of social backgrounds, so they would be comfortable raising issues with the adult panellists who represented some of the highest authorities in the nation. 

In presenting the main points of the report, Dr. Sibeso Luswata, Programme Officer for Education, stressed that child survival was UNICEF's fundamental concern in interventions in the three areas addressed by the report, Poverty, HIV and AIDS and Conflict, all of which the report says, robs children of their childhood. 

Premier pledges Government support to eradicate poverty

In her keynote statement, Premier Balindela encouraged the young people present to speak up for themselves and called on various children in the audience to speak about their lives. “Poverty is the enemy of every child and should be eradicated,” the Premier said, promising to put the human rights issues that are important to children high on her office’s agenda. She also intended to step up monitoring of government structures charged with the responsibility to look after the interests of children to ensure their safety and security. 

The Government was committed to providing children with basic necessities such as water, electricity, sanitation and housing, she said. In education, she pledged, through a newly enacted law, “not to send away children who cannot afford school fees and to provide for those children who have lost their parents.” 

In acknowledging the long-standing and valued partnership with UNICEF, Premier Balindela referenced the earliest connections with the children's development organisation in Botswana, “before we had our freedom”.  That relationship had pre-dated South Africa's transformation, she said, expressing the hope that the partnership "would remain a strong and viable force for protecting children’s rights and ensuring their fullest development". 
Supporting creation of municipalities fit for children

The high profile attendance at the launch by the Premier of the Province, 5 Cabinet members of the Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature and the national media, helped boost support for the work of the Provincial Plan of Action for Children (PPA) to change the lives of children. 
UNICEF South Africa is currently providing technical support for the development of Local Plans of Action for children (LPAs) to help improve the lives of change children in municipalities in the Eastern Cape Province.
