The State of the World's Children 2005
CHILDHOOD UNDER THREAT

MANY SOUTH AFRICAN CHILDREN ARE SUFFERING EXTREME DEPRIVATIONS
PRETORIA, 9 DECEMBER 2004 - Children from the Eastern Cape will discuss  issues affecting their lives with the Premier of the province, Ms. Nosimo Balindela, at the launch of the State of the World's Children, 2005, Childhood under Threat at Francis Mmeli School of Safety in East London on Monday 13 December at 10am.  The UNICEF flagship report launches globally on 9 December, but the South African kick-off has been especially scheduled to allow the children, aged 11 to 16, who hail from a variety of social circumstances to dialogue with provincial leaders.
While the South African economy is showing higher than expected growth, many children in the country still suffer deprivations caused by poverty and HIV and AIDS. According to the report, these are two of the serious threats which effectively deny children their right to a childhood and hold back the development of a nation. 

The ideal childhood, as a time for children to grow and develop to their fullest potential, is threatened globally by poverty, conflict and HIV and AIDS. While these are not the only factors to undermine childhood, they are certainly amongst the most significant, with profoundly damaging effect on a child's chances of survival and development.

Considerable advances in the fulfilment of children’s rights in South Africa have been made since the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1995 and the adoption of the South African Constitution which make special provisions for the protection of children rights. There has also been a growing recognition of the need to create a protective environment to shield children from exploitation, abuse and violence.  

In South Africa poverty and HIV and AIDS are the most severe threats to the wellbeing of the country's children.  In 2002, around three quarters of South African children lived below the poverty line of R490.00 per month according to an IDASA study. The UNICEF report 2005 further states that poverty deprives children of their rights to: survival, health and nutrition, education, participation, and protection from harm, exploitation and discrimination.  

With respect to HIV and AIDS, around 1.1 million children in South Africa lost their parents due to the deadly disease in 2003, (UNAIDS/UNICEF 2004) while over 40,000 households were headed by children in the same year.  The loss of a parent implies more than just the disappearance of a caregiver. It pervades every aspect a child's life: emotional well-being, physical security, mental development and overall health. It deprives the child of the right to live in a family environment. It implies that part of a child’s safety net against violence, abuse, exploitation, stigmatization and discrimination is lost, often further isolating the child from others at a time when care and support is most needed.  Some children find themselves utterly devoid of family support and end up living on the street.  A child’s right to education is jeopardized when caregivers become sick or die, and the child is forced to provide care for their families.

The State of the World’s Children calls on the world to demonstrate the will to enact its promises made to children and everyone can make a contribution. 

· The commitment of individuals, families, businesses and communities to get involved and stay involved in bettering the lives of children and use their resources to promote and protect children’s rights. 

· Nations must apply a human rights-based approach to social and economic development, with special emphasis on the most vulnerable children.

· The adoption of socially responsible policies in all spheres of development that keep children specifically in mind.

· Increased investment in children by donors and governments, with their budgets monitored and analysed from the perspective of their impact on children.

Young people from Eastern Cape - one of the poorest provinces in South Africa - will discuss these issues with provincial leadership, lead by Premier Nosimo Balindela as it affect their daily lives. Government and non governmental stakeholders will be present at this intergenerational dialogue, to launch the report in South Africa. 
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