Constitutional Court receives massive children's rights  painting 

Johannesburg, Friday, 18 March 2005…  In celebration of Human Rights Day, Monday 21 March, UNICEF together with children representing the national youth group Soul Buddyz Clubs, today officially handed over a large mural painted by club children and others to Justice Yvonne Mokgoro and the Constitutional Court in Johannesburg.

The mural was one of 12 painted and displayed on Constitutional Hill on Youth Day 16 June 2004, as part of UNICEF's "1000 Wishes of the Children of the World" initiative, in which South African children joined their German, Brazilian and Japanese counterparts in creating a giant painting depicting  their dreams, aspirations and rights.  

Justice Mogkoro, who was the keynote speaker at the function on Constitution Hill Hill, reminded the audience that the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a special document which contains universally recognised standards of human rights specifically applicable to children.  “It contains special principles and special rights that children should have for their own protection, care and treatment so that they can be happy and contented and feel secure, loved and understood”, she said.

According to the children who made the brightly coloured panel, the painting’s main theme is a call for a cure for HIV and AIDS showing a nurse vaccinating a patient and hearts as well as flowers. It reflects their right to health and protection and a happy life, they said. 

In line with South Africa’s national Human Rights Day celebrations, the handing over of the mural symbolises the rights of children as enshrined in the South African constitution. The mural will take permanent residence in the court as a reminder of children’s rights and the need to recognise, hear and amplify the voices of children and young people. 

Guests at today's event included Constitutional Court Judges Mokgoro, O'Regan and Sachs, UNICEF Country Representative Misrak Elias and Soul City, representatives of the German Embassy Representatives, and Soul City.

