On his first visit to South Africa, Goodwill Ambassador Laurence Fishburne talks with orphans and vulnerable children in KZN and Gauteng Provinces

If South Africans can overcome apartheid, then you can also overcome the HIV & AIDS epidemic,” says Goodwill Ambassador Laurence Fishburne, who just concluded a four-day visit to the country, touring rural communities of KwaZulu-Natal and meeting with orphans and vulnerable children in localities that have one of the highest HIV/AIDS prevalence rates in South Africa, as well as a high incidence of violence against women and children. 

As a firm supporter of children’s rights, Mr Fishburne’s tour from 17-21 June, touched down in two of the country’s most populous provinces, Gauteng, and Kwa Zulu-Natal.  It took almost a year to get the Hollywood action star away from his busy movie making schedule and out to South Africa, to take a close-up look at the South Africa’s pioneering role in community-based and youth-driven initiatives to prevent of HIV/AIDS among children and young people.  He also observed programmes that offer protection, care and support for orphans and vulnerable children from the industrial, commercial and media hub that is Johannesburg to the bustling Soweto township, Durban and parts of peri-urban Pinetown, near Durban in Kwa Zulu Natal province, where Mr. Fishburne took the opportunity to dialogue with children and families affected and infected by HIV and AIDS, NGOs, media representatives and Government officials. Another project visited was Moorlands Primary School in Chatsworth, KwaZulu-Natal, where boys and girls are coming up with their own solutions for countering and preventing violence against girls in schools in a programme organised by UNICEF partner CRISP, the partnership to prevent violence against girls in the schools.  

In Johannesburg, Mr. Fishburne spent one Sunday morning talking with children from a Soul Buddyz Club in Pimville, Soweto and recorded two public service announcements fro UNICEF, one dealing with positive models of masculinity and the other with violence against women. Next day, he attended a media roundtable hosted by the South African Broadcasting Corp. (SABC) and launched the UNICEF supported publication, all sides of the story: reporting on children, a journalist’s handbook, which provides guidance on news coverage of children.   At the event, SABC announced its intention to start up its first ever radio and television news broadcast for children, beginning in October 2004.

Mr. Fishburne took time to commend UNICEF partners, communities and children for the insights provided during his visit which, he said, were critical to helping him understand the challenges faced by a country grappling with the complex nature of the HIV&AIDS epidemic and gender based violence, particularly its impact on women and children. 

Commenting on his role as a Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF, Mr. Fishburne told journalists “I’ve been an actor for 32 years, but this will become my real job, this is my real work.”  Perhaps we can expect him back in South Africa real soon. 
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