South African children’s contributions to the global “1000 Wishes for the Children of the World” initiative unveiled at Youth Day celebration
Constitution Hill, Johannesburg, 16 June 2004 – Having a pet and a toy, and being able to enjoy childhood by having opportunities to go to school and to play, are among the wishes that the South African children have added to the global children’s initiative, “1000 Wishes for the Children of the World”.
The unveiling of the children’s wishes forms part of the celebrations of South African Youth Day, celebrated today, along with a global observance of the UN Day of the African Child.

Other wishes that were painted by Soul Buddyz Clubs primary school children, who represented their South African peers in this endeavour, include finding a cure for HIV/AIDS, healthy environments that include clean water and air, sufficient food and a common peaceful future with the world’s children. 
Their paintings on large pieces of cloth were sewn into a giant “1000 Wishes” painting that is travelling the globe to raise awareness about children’s views and rights, as well as to raise funds to make the wishes become reality.
The ceremony took place at Constitution Hill, using the history and significance of the venue as a backdrop to the celebration of South African freedom and democracy, and their positive impact on the lives of children.
Speaking at today’s ceremony that was attended by over 200 children and other guests, including Jody Kollapen, Chairperson of the SA Human Rights Commission and Sam Ramsamy, President of the National Olympic Committee of SA (NOCSA), Misrak Elias, country representative of UNICEF South Africa, lauded the African children for their strength, courage and for the support that they provide for other children that may be in need of their help.

“Today’s programme tries to maximize the involvement and participation of children in the ceremony. This is always a key UNICEF objective, and an initiative of this kind and size gives children a fantastic opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns. Our role as partners is to amplify their voices and let them be heard by other children, in other countries, and by other partners who can help their wishes come true,” said Elias.

“1000 Wishes for the Children of the World” is a global UNICEF initiative, which is connecting German, American, Brazilian, South African and Japanese children, and letting them create wishes and messages for the world’s children. The colourful 650 square metre painting will visit Japan, once it departs from South Africa, and ultimately be presented in Athens during this year’s Olympic Games. 

In preparation for the showcasing of children’s voices and rights at this global platform, the International Olympic Committee and its counterparts in South Africa, Japan, Germany and Greece, are adding their support and participating in the national activities.
Other participants in today’s programme include a delegation of German children, including a nine-year old UNICEF Junior Ambassador, all of whom are visiting South Africa to learn about the country and are acting as media reporters who will take the South African story of the “1000 Wishes” back to Europe – with the final goal being to raise funds and make as many of the South African children’s wishes true.

German children are being accompanied on their South African visit by Nine Ruge, the UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador from Germany and a prominent television personality.

Commenting on her and the children’s visit to Soweto and to several UNICEF projects in Gauteng yesterday, Ruge said: “We are fascinated by the diversity of South Africa! We all look forward to sharing our experiences with German children, ordinary German citizens and initiative partners who did not have an opportunity to visit South Africa.”
The programme for today’s ceremony also included the reading of 40 Articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and German International School in Johannesburg choir performance of the song “We are the children of the world”.
Other initiative partners, including the South African Airlines City Centre, the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany, Johannesburg hotels Michaelangelo and the Sandton InterContinental and Eurocopter, were thanked by Ruge for helping bring the initiative to South Africa.
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