Yvonne Chaka Chaka graces the 2005 Africa Malaria Day in Zambia
25 April 2005 - Newly appointed UNICEF Regional Spokesperson Yvonne Chaka Chaka was recently in Zambia to attend the regional launch of the Africa Malaria Day on 25 April.
While in Zambia, Ms. Chaka Chaka met with the Zambian First Lady, Maureen Mwanawasa, and visited the Lazarus Project, a faith-based project that is caring for 70 former street boys by providing food, shelter, and lifeskills education. UNICEF has provided insecticide treated mosquito nets to the project.
Ms. Chaka Chaka also visited Africa Directions and the Joy Humanist Community Malaria Project in Mtendere township in Lusaka, a visit that rekindled memories of a bygone era in the history of South Africa. The current South African President Thabo Mbeki lived in the township, as did many of his exiled compatriots during the years of apartheid.  
Africa Directions is a youth-led NGO that has established a youth centre in Mtendere to provide health and lifeskills education on HIV/AIDS and malaria. The NGO uses drama, video shows, song and dance, and the lure of a safe and hassle-free environment to attract young people to the centre. 
Speaking at the Africa Malaria Day commemoration, Ms. Chaka Chaka said it was unacceptable that malaria, a disease that is entirely preventable and curable, was killing 3,000 children every day in Africa. “I look forward to the day when we’ll talk about full health and life and peace instead of death; a day when every child in Africa will be guaranteed the promise of a better future,” she said. She pledged to use her influence and celebrity status to sensitize communities on the need to use effective prevention methods, such as sleeping under insecticide treated nets, and seeking prompt treatment for malaria. 
Ms. Chaka Chaka’s visit to Zambia was her first since her appointment in March as UNICEF Spokesperson on Malaria for Eastern and Southern Africa. In her new role, Ms. Chaka Chaka will help draw attention to malaria, a disease that remains the largest killer of children under five in Africa. 
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