Amidst calls for an end to corporal punishment and for partnerships to protect children Regional Preparatory Consultations on Violence against Children ends

Johannesburg, 20 July 2005…“The school, a place of learning has turned out to be a nightmare because there is violence and it is unbearable.” So said children in their final report to some 350 adult delegates at the closing plenary session of the eastern and southern Africa regional consultations on violence against children held in Benoni, South Africa, from 18-20 July.      

The children’s statement further fuelled the intention of Professor Paulo Pinheiro, the United Nations Independent Expert on Violence against Children, to recommend a universal ban on corporal punishment to Secretary General Kofi Annan, when he files his report to the General Assembly.

“To be punished mentally, emotionally and physically. Being severally beaten up, made to dig pits as deep as your height as well as being forced to go to bed with teachers leaving us in a position with no one to talk to. It is hard to tell anybody for fear of losing our education”, the children said.

Also speaking at the closing session was South Africa’s Deputy Minister of Correctional Services. “Violence, even the threat of violence, impacts negatively on people’s ability to develop,” she said, noting the pressure that violence brings into the lives of children. 

Ms. Gilwald acknowledged that Governments alone cannot solve the problem of violence, saying, “We cannot put a policeman in every home”.  She called for innovative partnerships that involve minimum resources and creative associations with NGO’s and communities to achieve the best results for protecting children from all forms of violence. 

UNICEF Representative Macharia Kamau thanked the host Government delegations and children from 22 countries in the region for participating in the consultations. Mr. Kamau told delegates that in the eastern and southern Africa region, peace, freedom and democracy were the three most essential elements for creating an enabling, violence-free environment in which children can grow up safely. 

“In a democracy, the voices of the people can be heard and children’s rights respected" he said. “When children campaign for issues such as violence to be put on the priority agenda, democratic governments can commit to action and provide the financial and human resources to ensure the full protection and development of children.”

Children’s opinion

Child delegates presented their proposals for dealing with violence against children to Professor Pinheiro in a beautifully decorated box made especially for the head of the United Nations global study.  

Recommendations included eradicating child labour, establishing a minimum age of at least 16 years for children to work, and demanding that the traditional practice of overloading girls with work as practiced in some countries of the region, be stopped.  The children asked for consideration of refugee children in development programmes and called for an end to child prostitution and the outlawing of brothels. 

Citing the prevalence of violence against children in institutions such as orphanages, youth and rehabilitation centres, the children called on governments and the private sector to closely monitor these institutions to ensure children are not sexually exploited in any way.  

“Government should sensitize parents on the rights of the child,” they said.
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