South Africans respond generously to UNICEF’s tsunami appeal

May 2005 - Two fundraising classical music concerts organised by students of Pretoria’s Sttep Music School and the Durban Youth Orchestra were among the highlights of unsolicited efforts by ordinary South Africans to support UNICEF's urgent tsunami relief work in Asia and Africa.  

“We are impressed and pleased by the generous response of ordinary South Africans, including children, to the desperate needs of children in the countries that have been so devastated by the tsunami.  The work of UNICEF and its partners on the ground in ensuring that vulnerable children are protected, receive proper healthcare and continue to go to school, even as the shattered lives and livelihoods of their families and communities are slowly rebuilt, is critically important at this time,” said Country Representative Misrak Elias.     

 At press time, donations in cash received by our country office, had reached some R170,000 for the UNICEF tsunami relief fund, and inquiries were still coming in.  Some donors offered services and in -kind donations; while SACO staff ran an in-house auction to raise much needed tsunami relief funds.  Still others, a bit more creative in their approach, proposed running advertising campaigns or wished to introduce a variety of products and services to the help children and families who had lost their homes and livelihoods as a result of the natural disaster.  Among the more interesting products was a lap desk developed in South Africa that could be sued by children who had lost their classroom infrastructure; and a converted 6 meter container for use as a clinic outfitted with 3-4 beds for seriously ill children, storage cupboards for medicines, generator and lights, for the children affected by the Tsunami disaster. The donor also offered to convert and ship the container to destination at their own cost.

Jo’burg Emergency Warehouse responds

In the early days of the disaster, some 8,000 family cooking sets weighing 20,000 kgs., were shipped from UNICEF’s emergency stockpile warehouse in Johannesburg to the island nation of the Maldives, which was badly hit by the tsunami.  This was just one of a number of emergency air freight shipments, including 5 charter flights from the Copenhagen warehouse that were sent in response to the emergency. 
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