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UNICEF and Soccerex team up to promote children’s development 
through sport 

 
 
London, 16 August, 2007… UNICEF today announced its partnership with 
Soccerex, the business convention for football worldwide, which will take place from 
25-28 November at the Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg, South Africa.   
 
The global children’s organisation said it will showcase its Sport for Development 
program at this year’s Soccerex Convention, when it will seek to engage some 5,000 
delegates on the development of children through sport.  
 
Soccerex CEO, Duncan Revie, said: “We see this partnership with UNICEF as a great 
opportunity for Soccerex to contribute towards a real legacy during our time in South 
Africa. Everyone knows the power of football to reach into the hearts and minds of 
young people, especially here in South Africa, and this partnership will not only 
facilitate that but will also offer direct encouragement to other companies looking for 
relevant opportunities for their own corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
programmes.” 
 
Sport for Development – Building hope through play 
 
UNICEF has pledged its support to improve the conditions of 585 of the most 
vulnerable schools in South Africa, identified by the National Department of 
Education. These schools are often in crisis, desperately in need of action now to 
ensure that children have access a quality learning environment, equipment, 
infrastructure and spaces to play.  Challenges to education include violence against 
girls, drug abuse and teenage pregnancy, with youngsters increasingly vulnerable to 
the threat of HIV and AIDS.  
 
“At UNICEF, we believe we can change children’s perceptions of risk regarding HIV 
and AIDS, while helping to protect them from other ‘high risk’ behaviour patterns. 
We are confident we can mobilise a community’s abilities to care and protect children 
through engagement in sport”, said UNICEF South Africa Country Representative 
Macharia Kamau. Providing proper infrastructure and resources for children to play is 
essential to their development.” 
 
By supporting children’s development with opportunities for gender sensitive sports 
coaching, recreational facilities, sports infused life-skills programmes and community 
based sporting events that promote and increase awareness of child rights, UNICEF 
aims to build a legacy of child friendly schools and communities beyond 2010. 
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In addition to exhibiting at the Soccerex convention, UNICEF will also be represented 
on the key ‘Corporate Social Responsibility’ (CSR) discussion panel by Mr. Kamau 
and other keynote speakers.  A gala dinner, communication and fundraising strategy 
will form the basis for the UNICEF / Soccerex partnership. 
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For media information and to make a donation to sport for development on please contact: Justin Bradfield, 
Fundraising & Resource Mobilization Specialist, UNICEF South Africa, ph:+27(12)354 8249 cell: 073 966 1448 or 
jbradfield@unicef.org  or Yvonne Duncan, cell: 27-82-561-3970, yduncan@unicef.org, www.unicef.org/southafrica 

 
 
About UNICEF 
 
UNICEF is on the ground in more than 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early 
childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports 
child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection 
of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of 
individuals, businesses, foundations and governments. 
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