Quinton Fortune brings smiles to the faces of Soweto children
Johannesburg 16 June 2005 - Children from Soweto, Alexandra and Braamfontein had a unique Youth Day this year, and celebrated by spending time with their favourite soccer star and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Quinton Fortune and his wife Kim.

The couple visited Soweto to celebrate children’s rights day, and brought smiles to many township children who may never have had another opportunity to meet the soccer star.

Mr Fortune started the day at Jabulani Technical School in Rockville where he gave a talk to children, joined in their football game and presented them with gifts after the game.  He then led a soccer clinic with the children and joined the young people for lunch, before proceeding to the nearby Baragwanath Hospital to visit the Thuthuzela Centre that cares for sexually abused children and women.

“Playing sport doesn’t only give you strong bodies. The practice, commitment, dedication and teamwork that go along with sport helps you become mentally fit too,” said Mr Fortune. 

He encouraged children to take pride in who they are and to enjoy their childhood in an active and healthy way: “Education, community participation and exploration through your individual talents whether in sport or not, will make you into a person that you will be proud of one day.

“June 16 is South Africa’s Youth Day, a day for celebrating children’s rights.  I urge you to exercise your rights to express yourselves, your right to education, to health, the safe places to play, to learn and develop into your personal best” said the football great.
Mr Fortune reminded the children that playing with their peers is one of the most cherished children’s rights according to the United Nations Rights of the Child and urged parents to give children time off – away from schoolwork, looking after younger siblings or other type of work – time to play.

Noting his deep concern about the high incidence of sexual violence against children and the growing number of children who are affected and infected by HIV and AIDS, Mr Fortune then visited the Thuthuzela Centre at the Baragwanath Hospital to meet children who are survivors of abuse and to express his care and encouragement.  

Traditionally, South Africans celebrate 16 June as Youth Day, a day also known as the United Nations Day of the African Child, by recalling the role played by its youth in the country’s transformation and by advocating for greater respect for the rights of children and young people.   
