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New UNICEF South Africa Country Representative takes office
Pretoria, 28 June 2005…Macharia Kamau, the new Country Representative for UNICEF South Africa, this morning presented his credentials to the Government of South Africa represented by  Dr. Essop Pahad, Minister in the Presidency at the Union Buildings, Pretoria. 

Mr. Kamau, a national Kenya, is responsible for all UNICEF’s programmes and operations in South Africa.

Reaffirming his organisation’s commitment to children, Mr. Kamau said he was pleased to serve in South Africa, a country that was entering its second decade of democracy and one which had an outstanding record of upholding the rights of children.  “UNICEF will seek to respond to the Government's call for support in the area of service delivery in the provinces with a special focus on planning and executing children’s programmes and services,” he said.

The new UNIEF head arrived in South Africa in May 2005 from the Republic of Rwanda, where he held the position of Resident Coordinator of the United Nations System's Operational Activities for Development and as Resident Representative United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) with direct responsibility for the agency’s programmes in Rwanda.  He had similar responsibilities in Botswana as Resident Coordinator and Resident Representative before he moved to Rwanda. 

Focus on child survival

In his new position, Mr. Kamau plans to streamline UNICEF’s work in policy support and programme implementation in South Africa.  “UNICEF will focus on child survival and protection”, he said, prioritising morbidity and mortality related interventions such as HIV/AIDS, specifically accelerating and expanding paediatric ARV and care, the prevention of mother to child transmission (PMTCT) and other interventions that target the country’s 1.1 children million orphaned by AIDS, as well as other vulnerable children.” 

In addition, the children’s development organization is looking to establish new partnerships for children in South Africa with a view to building a stronger, more responsive coalition for children in order to better resource the financing of children’s programmes from non-traditional and corporate sources.
Mr. Kamau began his career with the United Nations in 1985.  He holds a Bachelor's degree in History and Economics from the College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio, and a Master's Degree in Education, specializing in Administration, Planning and Social Policy, from Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Mr. Kamau returned to Harvard in 1998 for the Executive Programme on Macro Economic Policy and Management.  

For information, please contact: Yvonne Duncan, UNICEF South Africa, Mobile: 082-561-3970, e-mail:  yduncan@unicef.org



