
 

 

S outh   Africa  celebrates  World  Literacy  Day

Nearly five million South Africans are illiterate. Ac c o r d i n g  to  the  M i n i s t e r  of  Ed u c a t i o n ,  ab o u t  

54 %  of  the  po p u l a t i o n  ha v e  no t  com p l e t e d  an  ad e q u a t e  lev e l  of  ed u c a t i o n .  Ma r k i n g  the  

cha l l e n g e s  sti l l  fa c e d  bo t h  in  So u t h  Af r i c a  an d  ab r o a d ,  W o r l d  Li t e r a c y  Da y  on  Tu e s d a y  08  

Se p t e m b e r  2009  wi l l  cr e a t e  an  op p o r t u n i t y  for  su c h  iss u e s  to  be  ad d r e s s e d .

Fi r s t  de c l a r e d  in  1966 ,  W o r l d  Li t e r a c y  Da y  se r v e s  to  rem i n d  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  com m u n i t y  of  

the  im p o r t a n c e  of  li te r a c y  an d  lea r n i n g  gl o b a l l y  an d,  wi t h  bo t h  So u t h  Af r i c a  an d  the  Af r i c a n  

con t i n e n t  str u g g l i n g  to  era d i c a t e  ill i t e r a c y ,  08  Se p t e m b e r  ha s  be c o m e  a  si g n i f i c a n t  rem i n d e r  

of  the  ne e d  to  ov e r c o m e  iss u e s  su r r o u n d i n g  the  ba s i c  ten e t s  of  re a d i n g  an d  wr i t i n g .  

“95%  of  the  wo r l d’ s  ill i t e r a t e  pe o p l e  liv e  in  de v e l o p i n g  cou n t r i e s ,”  com m e n t s  Yv o n n e  Ch a k a  

Ch a k a ,  UN I C E F  Go o d w i l l  Am b a s s a d o r  an d  lite r a c y  sp o k e s w o m a n .  “As  Af r i c a n s  we  hav e  

mo n u m e n t a l  ob s t a c l e s  to  ov e r c o m e  in  ter m s  of  bo t h  er a d i c a t i n g  ill i t e r a c y  an d  pro v i d i n g  

ad e q u a t e  ed u c a t i o n .  21  Af r i c a n  na t i o n s  ha v e  ad u l t  lite r a c y  ra t e s  bel o w  50 %  an d ,  in  Su b-

Sa h a r a n  Af r i c a  al o n e ,  ab o u t  45  mi l l i o n  ch i l d r e n  do n’ t  go  to  sch o o l .”

Re c e n t  ye a r s  ha v e  se e n  a  nu m b e r  of  ini t i a t i v e s  for m e d  to  cou n t e r  ina d e q u a t e  ed u c a t i o n  an d  

ove r c o m e  illi t e r a c y  fro m  the  go v e r n m e n t ,  the  pr i v a t e  se c t o r  an d  Un i t e d  Na t i o n s  ag e n c i e s  

su c h  as  UN I C E F .  UN I C E F ’ s  Sc h o o l s  for  Af r i c a  pro g r a m m e ,  ai m s  to  inc r e a s e  ac c e s s  to  ba s i c  

ed u c a t i o n  for  ch i l d r e n  thr o u g h o u t  Af r i c a  wh i l s t  the  SA  go v e r n m e n t  ha s  al s o  pr o v i d e d  loc a l  

sup p o r t  for  SA’ s  ill i t e r a t e  ad u l t s  thr o u g h  the  Kha  Ri  Gude (‘Let  us  Le a r n ’)  pro g r a m m e ,  a  

ma s s  lite r a c y  cam p a i g n  wh i c h  ai m s  to  red u c e  ill i t e r a c y  by  50%  by  the  ye a r  20 1 0.  

A  ho s t  of  pr o m i n e n t  ce l e b r i t i e s  ha v e  al s o  pl e d g e d  the i r  su p p o r t  to  tac k l i n g  ill i t e r a c y ,  inc l u d i n g  

no t e d  UN I C E F  Go o d w i l l  Am b a s s a d o r s ,  Ga v i n  Ra j a h  an d  Yv o n n e  Ch a k a- Ch a k a ,  tel e v i s i o n  

st a r  Jo- An n e  St r a u s s ,  an d  ren o w n e d  bu s i n e s s m a n  Cy r i l  Ra m a p h o s a .  Th e s e  ce l e b r i t i e s  are  

al i g n e d  wi t h  ini t i a t i v e s  fro m  the  pr i v a t e  se c t o r ,  m o s t  no t a b l y  the  Mo n t b l a n c  Si g n a t u r e  for  

Go o d  cam p a i g n ,  run  by  lux u r y  go o d s  re t a i l e r ,  Mo n t b l a n c .

M o n t b l a n c ,  wh i c h  ha s  a  lon g s t a n d i n g  com m i t m e n t  to  the  cu l t u r e  of  wr i t i n g ,  rec e n t l y  rel e a s e d  

the  Si g n a t u r e  Fo r  G o o d  Sp e c i a l  Ed i t i o n  co l l e c t i o n ,  a  sp e c i a l l y- de s i g n e d  ra n g e  of  wr i t i n g  



 

 

ins t r u m e n t s ,  jew e l l e r y  an d  ac c e s s o r i e s  of  wh i c h  pa r t  of  the  pr o c e e d s  go  to  UN I C E F ’ s  

Sc h o o l s  for  Af r i c a  pro g r a m m e .  

“Wh e t h e r  you  ar e  abl e  to  vo l u n t e e r  as  an  ed u c a t o r  for  Kha  Ri  Gude,  do n a t e  di r e c t l y  to  

UN I C E F  or  pu r c h a s e  a  pe n  in  su p p o r t  of  lite r a c y  in  Af r i c a ,  we  en c o u r a g e  So u t h  Af r i c a n s  to  

pl a y  a  pa r t  in  ov e r c o m i n g  ill i t e r a c y  an d  pro v i d i n g  ed u c a t i o n ,”  no t e s  Ch a k a  Ch a k a .  “The  

cu l t u r e  of  re a d i n g  an d  wr i t i n g  is  on e  of  the  ol d e s t  ach i e v e m e n t s  of  ma n k i n d  an d  we  ne e d  to  

en s u r e  we  pr o v i d e  the s e  ba s i c  sk i l l s  to  tho s e  wh o  ne e d  it  m o s t .“

<En d s>

Notes  to Editor

Yv o n n e  Ch a k a  Ch ak a  is  av a i l a b l e  for  int e r v i e w s
St a t i s t i c s  qu o t e d  are  as  pe r  UN I C E F  So u t h  Af r i c a  an d  the  So u t h  Af r i c a n  Mi n i s t r y  of  
Ed u c a t i o n

How  to get  involved

Vo l u n t e e r  a  ven u e  or  as  an  ed u c a t o r  for  the  Kh a  Ri  Gu d e  pr o j e c t
If  you  ha v e  a  ve n u e  for  the  wo r k s h o p s  wh i c h  yo u’ d  lik e  to  of f e r  fre e  of  cha r g e  or  ex t r a  tim e  
you’ d  be  wi l l i n g  to  do n a t e  as  a  vo l u n t e e r  ed u c a t o r ,  co n t a c t  the  Kh a  Ri  Gu d e  ca l l  ce n t r e  on  
0800  20  29  33.  

Pu r c h a s e  a  Mo n t b l a n c  Sp e c i a l  Ed i t i o n  pr o d u c t
Vi s i t  an y  of  the  Mo n t b l a n c  bo u t i q u e s  in  So u t h  Af r i c a  an d  pu r c h a s e  a  pro d u c t  fro m  the  
Si g n a t u r e  for  Go o d  Sp e c i a l  Ed i t i o n .  Pa r t  of  the  pr o c e e d s  wi l l  be  do n a t e d  to  UN I C E F ’ s  
Sc h o o l s  for  Af r i c a  pro g r a m m e .  Fo r  mo r e  inf o r m a t i o n ,  ca l l  01 1  317  2600.  

Do n a t e  to  UN I C E F  di r e c t l y
Vi s i t  ww w . u n i c e f . o r g/s o u t h a f r i c a   an d  cli c k  ‘Do n a t e  No w ’.
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