New UNICEF Executive Director Makes First Official Visit 
to South Africa

PRETORIA, 22 May 2005 – UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman arrived in Johannesburg Saturday as part of an official visit to three southern African countries, including South Africa, Swaziland and Malawi. 

Ms. Veneman, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, assumed the leadership of UNICEF on 1 May, becoming the fifth Executive Director to lead the UN children’s agency in its 60-year history.

Speaking on arrival, Ms. Veneman said she was pleased to visit South Africa – a country now in its second decade of democracy and one that that has achieved much in ensuring the full development, education and protection of its children. 

“I look forward to meeting with South African Government officials to discuss the well being of children and to learn about the successful models for development that this country has built,” Ms. Veneman said.

On Sunday, 22 May, Ms. Veneman will travel to the Thuthuzela Care Centre and visit with children in the pediatric AIDS ward at the world-famous Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto. Thuthuzela, a UNICEF supported-project, developed in cooperation with the Danish Government, is a landmark model of integrated health and social services that responds to the troubling issue of sexual violence against women and children and its relationship to HIV and AIDS.  It is part of the Government’s anti-rape strategy and has sparked similar responses in Asia, Latin America and other parts of Africa. 

On Monday 23 May, the UNICEF Executive Director will call on Government officials including the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sue van der Merwe, who has responsibility for international organizations, at Pretoria’s Union Buildings.  

Despite South Africa’s positive achievements over the past ten years, however, much remains to be done in the provision of basic social services to children in many parts of the country.  

As a member of the United Nations Development Group in South Africa, UNICEF works with government counterparts and community organizations to help address these challenges.

Ms. Veneman leaves for Swaziland and Malawi on Monday afternoon.  
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