Yvonne Chaka Chaka appointed UNICEF Regional Spokesperson for Malaria 
South African singer to help bring international attention to the biggest killer of children in Africa
21 April 2005 - UNICEF today announced the appointment of Yvonne Chaka Chaka, a well known South African singer, as Regional Spokesperson on Malaria for Eastern and Southern Africa.
Ms. Chaka Chaka joins an impressive list of national, regional and international celebrities who continue to be associated with UNICEF’s work. 
“Yvonne exemplifies dignity, grace, and poise,” said UNICEF Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa, Per Engebak. “Her celebrity status will help to shine a powerful spotlight on malaria in this region. The disease continues to kill 3,000 children every day in Africa and yet has not registered in our collective minds in the same way that HIV/AIDS has.”  
Called “The Princess of Africa” by her millions of adoring fans across Africa, Ms. Chaka Chaka has been in show business since 1985 when her debut album “I’m Burning Up” took the continent by storm. Over the years, she has been associated with various charities, and her generosity has benefited untold numbers of individuals and families in their daily struggles against AIDS, abuse and poverty.
“As a performer and as a mother, I am saddened that millions continue to die from a disease that is entirely preventable,” she said earlier this week. “I decided to get involved when a member of my band died of cerebral malaria after a tour. Through my involvement with UNICEF, I became even more outraged to learn that malaria is responsible for a million children dying every year”. 
Malaria is the biggest killer of children worldwide. According to the Department of Health, South Africa was one of the signatories of the Abuja Declaration, committing the country to reduce the malaria morbidity and mortality by 50% by the year 2010.  The government’s malaria prevention strategy includes indoor residual house spraying. UNICEF globally promotes the use of insecticide treated bed nets as a malaria prevention strategy. Malaria occurs in limited areas of South Africa, mainly in the low altitude areas of Limpopo, Mpumalanga and north eastern KwaZulu Natal. Malaria is also distinctly seasonal in South Africa, with the highest risks being during the wet summer months (October to May).
On her maiden visit as a UNICEF spokesperson, Ms. Chaka Chaka will visit community projects in Zambia and participate in the Africa Malaria Day commemoration on 25th April. 
Yvonne Chaka Chaka joins a cadre of South African champions for children such as Kami from Takalani Sesame and Quinton Fortune, South African born Manchester United footballer, working with UNICEF to advocate on behalf of children.
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