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Our dear host, Justice Yvonne Mokgoro,

Dear children of Soul Buddyz,

Donique and our partners from Soul City,

Dr. Schaff, representing the German Embassy, 

Sandra Damilano – representing our other key partner the SAA City Centre, and all our guests today, thank you for joining us this morning.

Justice Mogkoro,

We are only two days away from South Africa’s celebration of national Human Rights Day, which will  be observed this coming Monday, 21st of March.

To us in UNICEF, our gathering today is deeply symbolic of South Africa’s tremendous strides towards protect the rights of all of its people; to include children and youth in every aspect of its life and development; and to use every opportunity to advocate for respect and fulfillment of children’s rights.

As one of the partners in the wonderful 1000 Wishes global initiative for children, started by the German National Committee for UNICEF, we are honoured by the Constitutional Court’s wish to have one of the South African children’s paintings displayed at the Court.

You may recall that, as we started planning for the participation of South African children in the project, we had to think of where we could display one of the largest children’s paintings ever created.  Just outside the Court, on the historic Constitution Hill – seemed to be the right place to hold this celebration last June the 16th. 

The Constitutional Court is where rights, including the much admired Children’s Bill of Rights, contained within the South African Constitution, are enshrined, honoured and protected. So to bring one of the 1000 Wishes paintings created by children as a reflection of their rights, back here to this special place, provides a powerful and symbolic backdrop for the fulfillment of South African children’s aspirations and dreams and rights. 

The paintings are beautiful to look at and their meaning is even more beautiful. A child’s use of pictures and colours can portray with great clarity concepts that to adults seem so complex and difficult.

As you may know, this picture and the others painted by our young Soul Buddyz and their friends from the German International School in Johannesburg, joined the wishes painted by their German, Brazilian and Japanese counterparts last year, and traveled to the Olympic Games in Athens, where thousands more were able to view it and, we trust, contemplate and receive the profound messages of children.

To us in UNICEF, such a platform to amplify the voices of youth was invaluable, and Justice Mokgoro, we tremendously appreciate your personal and professional support for all these efforts.

I would also like to thank you, our young Soul Buddyz who are representing all South African children, for your eager participation in this project. I know that it has a special place in your hearts and I hope that you will see many of the wishes realized over the coming years.

A big and warm thank you to all our other partners as well!

Lastly, I’d just like to express my happiness that during my stay in South Africa, I had the opportunity to be involved in so many children’s projects – including this one – and to meet so many children and all of you. As some of you may know, I’ll be retiring from active duty in the area of development at the end of this month, but I will cherish always the memories I will take with me from South Africa back to my home in another part of this continent, Ethiopia.

Ad so, it now gives me the greatest pleasure to present you, Justice Mokgoro, with this beautiful wish, and pledge once again UNICEF’s support for South Africa’s efforts to make children’s rights a development priority.

Thank you.








