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Vote of Thanks by Misrak Elias, UNICEF SA Country Representative:

Launch of the “All Sides of the Story” Handbook for Journalists, 

21 June 2004
Dear Mr Fishburne and members of the UNICEF United States National Committee,

Judy Nokwedi, our host at the SABC and all your colleagues,

Representatives of the Media Monitoring Project,

National Association of Broadcasters, SANEF and the National Prosecuting Authority,

Our partners and associates,

All other guests and media reporters,

I wish to thank, on behalf of UNICEF South Africa, Mr Fishburne and the UNICEF National Committee from the United States for sharing today’s launch of the “All Sides of the Story” Handbook for Journalists, and for giving this initiative such strong international support.

South Africa is a model for many countries to learn from, and the steps that are being taken to ensure the constitutional, legal and civic protection of children’s rights are giant milestones for South Africa, but also for the continent and for the world.

So, in no particular order...

Partnerships such as these that bring us the Handbook we have launched today are critical to the implementation of the rights that are entrenched and protected by law, so I wish to recognise and honour our broadcasting partner – and this morning’s host – the South African Broadcasting Corporation, the SABC.

The SABC is a big friend of UNICEF, and we greatly value your partnerships with not just UNICEF as an organisation, but more importantly, with all that UNICEF represents and cherishes – the youth. SABC’s contribution to communicating about issues that affect children spans the entire corporation – through news, and across your television and radio waves, and through specific education programmes aimed at children of all ages. Let us also not forget the edutainment aspect of your programmes – they combine the children’s right to an education with their rights to be children and to play – important rights in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

We would also like to thank and honour the South African National Editors Forum, SANEF, for their guidance and contribution to the Handbook, All Sides of the Story. The expertise in reporting about children that is contained within SANEF is at the very heart of the Handbook.

We appreciate the assistance of the National Association of Broadcasters and the Media Monitoring Project, whose first-hand experience and observations have guided the content and the direction of “All Sides of the Story”.

The National Prosecution Authority’s tireless efforts to protect child innocence and child rights, and guard these invaluable characteristics of youth, deserve our utmost gratitude and support in any way we can provide.

I would also like to take this opportunity to recognise the precious work of the entire Soul City network, for helping educate young and old alike on issues that are important to children and their development. We are most proud of our close working relationship with the Soul Buddyz, and realise the ongoing commitment shown by Soul City to coordinate and continue the work of Soul Buddyz.

Thank you too to many other partners, organisations and individuals that have contributed time and knowledge in the making of “All Sides of the Story”. There is a natural connection between the Handbook and ICASA (the Independent Communications Authority of South Africa), the Child Rights Project at the University of Western Cape, the South African Law Commission, other media like Kaya FM and Business Day, and the Children’s Institute, to mention but a few of the partners in this important initiative – thank you!

Last, but by no means least, I would like to thank our colleagues from UNICEF, for their inputs and contributions to producing the Handbook and for making it available to media practitioners.

I wish to end my remarks by calling on all the media representatives to use the Handbook in their work! We know that you are dedicated to bringing us the news, and we know that you care about your country and what takes place. The Handbook is there to help you achieve both – protect your freedom of expression while protecting children’s rights to privacy and dignity – all of which are guaranteed by South Africa’s visionary constitution.

I thank you all for your attention and support.

Ends
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