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Dear children of South Africa, children from the Soul Buddyz Clubs and from the German International School in Gauteng, our five visiting children from Germany –including Mr Philip Henschel, UNICEF Junior Ambassador - who are honoured guests here today, a warm welcome to all of you.
I would also like to welcome our keynote speaker Justice Yvonne Mokgoro, and to thank the Constitutional Court for lending us their grounds for today’s special ceremony. 
Mr. Jody Kollapen, Chairperson of the South African Human Rights Commission,
and Mr. Sam Ramsamy, President of the National Olympic Committee of South Africa, Dr Bodo Schaff, representing the German Embassy, Mr. Reinhard Lochelt, and Headmaster of the German International School, Johannesburg, a warm welcome to you.  
Also, a special welcome to our other guests from Germany led by our UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Ms. Nina Ruge.
To all our other guests, thank you for joining us here for today’s ceremony. 

I hope after that long introduction I can say that all the protocols were observed!

Welcome to the celebration of the rights of all the children of the world. Welcome to the celebration of South African Youth Day and the United Nations Day of the African Child – both of which are observed every year on 16 June. 

I am so glad to see that so many children were able to join us today – thank you. Today is dedicated to you, and to all the children whom you represent and whose wishes you painted.

Dear children, some of you may know that only two years ago, children just like you spoke for the first time at the United Nations.  And, they wrote their own Declaration called “A World Fit for Us” in which they told the governments of the world what they thought should be done to improve the lives of children all over the world. 

Today’s ceremony follows on that historic occasion in which children’s voices were heard.  Today we celebrate and listen to you.  
What you have said in your beautifully painted pictures is what they have expressed in words:  “We want a world fit for children because a world fit for us is a world fit for everyone”.
You know, as we started planning for participation of South African children in the “1000 Wishes” project, we had to think where we could display one of the largest children’s paintings ever created.  Constitutional Hill seemed to be the right place to hold this celebration. 

Constitution Hill is where rights, including the Children’s Bill of Rights contained in the South African Constitution, are honoured and protected.  As you can see, this is a real place, which does real work.  


We bring this celebration here to this place today because it provides a powerful and symbolic backdrop for the unveiling of the South African children’s wishes for the children of the world.   It is a place where South African children can join children from other lands in telling the world through their paintings how their lives can be made better.  

ON this day, we remember that it is for your right to have a say, here in South Africa, that so many children whom we remember on this Youth Day, fought and gave up their lives. 
The cost was high.  Some people, including many school children, gave up their lives gave up their families and went into exile.  Some, especially children and young people gave up their education. And they took this action to help bring about what today comes naturally -- your right as children to have a say in all things that affect you. 

And so, in this historic place in the heart of Johannesburg, on Youth Day, we salute the child heroes of the South African struggle for democracy and we look forward to the world fit for children that they dreamed about, carried forward by the optimism of youth -- your optimism. 

In celebrating children’s rights as expressed in this gigantic 1000 wishes painting that you will unveil later this morning, I am particularly happy that we have so many children here who took part in painting the wishes of South African children -- who are 10 years old or younger.  

Unlike the rest of us, you were born free, within the New South African democracy! What a profound thing to be able to say! What an important thing to protect! It is this that the UNICEF wishes for of you and for every child in the world.
As you have heard from our two young programme directors, Gloria and Martin, and as you will see from the programme, we have tried to involve many children in today’s ceremony and I am sure you will agree with me that an initiative of this kind and size gives children a wonderful opportunity to voice their opinions and concerns.

At UNICEF, our role is to help by amplifying their voices to let them be heard by other children, in other countries, and by other partners who can turn their wishes into reality.

Today, thankfully, most South African children have an opportunity to attend school and get an education.  Most also have adequate nutrition, access to water and housing, and loving and safe environments in which to grow. 

Investing in you – the children -- is the best investment any of us can make, and the messages that are brought to us by your wishes through the “1000 Wishes for the Children of the World” help to tell us where we should be investing.

Your wishes also tell us that young South Africans know of, and deal with, social and health issues that many of us adults are finding hard to tackle.

Among these are wishes for a shared peaceful future with children around the globe, healthy environments with clean air and unpolluted water, and answers to HIV/AIDS and physical, mental, and sexual abuse. 
These are complex realities for many children in the world. They require global investments and partnerships and ongoing programmes that will bring about the changes all of us want.
This is what UNICEF does. It is involved in many of these partnerships, and works with children, governments and non-governmental structures in all the corners of the world to facilitate, coordinate and support the efforts that are already being made.
At the heart of many of these issues is your family. It needs to be a strong base for your progress, and the place where equality, better health and good education can take root and prosper. 
Therefore, it is important today that the family structure is the focus of the African Union’s commemoration of the Day of the African Child. This year its theme for today’s celebration is “The child and the family”. 
There is an urgent need to support the African family to provide nurturing and safe environments, environments fit for children.  It is a continental need, because many countries in Africa, as well as around the world, are racked by war and abuses of children’s rights. These are issues that concern you and you have included that in your painting. 
A strong family will help shelter children from the many harsh realities that the African Union is trying to rectify and change for the better.

Your contributions to the “1000 Wishes” are messages that help us re-assess our efforts and direct them at areas that you, the children, feel are most in need of our help. 

At this stage, I would like to congratulate the Goodwill Ambassador Nina Ruge, for her untiring support and for all her extraordinary efforts in engaging children all over Germany in supporting the 100 Wishes initiative.  

Our Junior Ambassador, Mr. Philip Henschel also deserved special praise. Nine-year old Philip has already demonstrated a great leadership and at UNICEF, we are grateful for his youthful energy and support.
Philip and his young colleagues from Germany were among children who took part in the painting of the initial wishes, and who helped to make the “1000 Wishes” a global effort.

And as a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, Nina continues to impress our special friends in Germany, through the power of her popular television programmes, about the importance of children’s rights and helps us to ensure that their participation is always sought and encouraged.

We the adults salute you Phillip, and all the children who participated in the “1000 Wishes” project.
In closing, I want to remind all the adults to listen to these young voices, and to ask ourselves: Have we provided a world fit for children?  
Let me draw your attention to what children themselves have said by quoting from the historic Children’s Declaration A World Fit for Us:
“We are not the sources of problems; we are the resources that are needed to solve them. 

We are not expenses; we are investments. 

We are not just young people; we are people and citizens of this world. 

Until others accept their responsibility to us, we will fight for our rights. 

We have the will, the knowledge, the sensitivity and the dedication. 

We promise that as adults we will defend children's rights with the same passion that we have now as children. 

We promise to treat each other with dignity and respect. 

We promise to be open and sensitive to our differences. 

We are the children of the world, and despite our different backgrounds, we share a common reality. 

We are united by our struggle to make the world a better place for all.

You call us the future, but we are also the present.
I thank you.
Ends.
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