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Background Note:  Thuthuzela Care Centres
The high levels of sexual violence against women and children, specifically rape, are a serious challenge to South Africa, in particular, the criminal justice system. The Thutuzela Care Centres (TCCs) were established to deal with this challenge by improving the process of reporting and prosecution of rape and other sexual offences in a dignified and caring environment.  These centres seek to lessen the trauma of sexual violence and to reduce secondary victimisation of survivors by providing professional medical care, counselling, access to dedicated investigators and prosecutors, all under one roof.  The TCCs were designed and implemented by the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA), together with the Departments of Health, Social Development and Justice and Constitutional Development, as well as the South African Police Services, with support from UNICEF.  Thuthuzela has improved the process of reporting and prosecuting of rape and other sexual offences, and offender conviction rates are up. 

Quick Facts:

· Thuthuzela, a Xhosa word meaning comfort, represents a radical approach to rape care management that is producing excellent results for South Africa.

· Eighty percent of referred cases are children under the age of 17. 

·  Counselling, VCT and Post Exposure Prophylaxis PEP) are provided as appropriate at this centre.

· Six TCCs are operational in public hospitals in communities where the incidence of rape is particularly high.  Five more will open soon.

· Baragwanath Hospital is world famous for its activities in treating trauma patients and in emergency medicine. 

UNICEF Support to Thuthuzela Centres
· UNICEF supports the Thuthuzela model centres and works with the National Prosecuting Authority and other partners to make the centres child friendly.
· A child-friendly centre include among other things: well-trained personnel to deal with child victims, appropriate equipment (e.g. anatomically correct toys and two-way mirrors) language skills for talking to traumatised children.
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