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The Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children 

What is the Study on Violence against Children?
The Study is a United Nations led collaboration, mandated by the General Assembly (GA resolution 57/190 – CHR 2003/86), to draw together existing research and relevant information about the forms, causes and impact of violence which affects children and young people (up to the age of 18 years).  The Study will promote ideas for action to prevent and reduce such violence and to suggest ways in which these might be strengthened at local, national, and international levels.  The Study will focus on violence related to 

“the intentional use of physical force or other forms of power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation”.  

The Committee on the Rights of the Child, which originally recommended that the Secretary-General conduct the Study, has emphasized that it 

“should lead to the development of strategies aimed at effectively preventing and combating all forms of violence against children, outlining steps to be taken at the international level and by States to provide effective prevention, protection, intervention, treatment, recovery and reintegration” 

Who is involved?
The Secretary-General of the United Nations appointed an Independent Expert, Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro to lead the Study, with direct support from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Children’s Fund, and the World Health Organisation.  The Study will also rely on the broad participation of a range of other United Nations organisations, non-governmental organizations, and other parts of civil society, including national human rights institutions and others.  The active involvement of children and young people will be a key feature of the process.

What are the Study outputs?

The Study will be produced over two years, with the following outputs to be presented to the General Assembly in 2006:

· Secretary General’s Report to the GA (28 pages)

· Full Global Report on Violence against Children with situation analysis, good practices and recommendations

· Child Friendly version of the full report 

In addition, it is expected that there will be 9 reports of Regional Consultations as well as numerous expert studies on specific issues.

How will the Study be conducted?
A small Secretariat for the Study, which assists the Independent Expert, is located in Geneva.  The Study is global, addressing the issue of violence against children in all countries, from the most to the least developed.  A call for public submissions will be made by mid-2004.  In addition, Regional Consultations will be held in all regions of the world.  Sub-regional, national and sub-national processes are expected to feed into the Regional Consultations, which should be completed by mid-2005.  A questionnaire for Governments, to be completed in collaboration with a range of stakeholders, was sent to all Governments early in 2004.  It is anticipated that information submitted in response to these questionnaires will form the basis of the consultations at all levels.

We believe this will be a landmark study, and will help shape the debate and responses to violence against children for decades to come. Like the Graca Machel Study on Children and Armed Conflict, we believe that the UN violence study can bring significant international attention to violence against children and what to do about it.  Inputs to the Study will be organised by “settings” where violence occurs or is influenced, for example in the home, school, community – such as institutions, law enforcement and detention centres, and street violence, and also aspects of the global community and the role of the media.  The settings approach will include analysis of violence-free settings.  

A range of stakeholders may be involved in related activities such as: conducting research, reviews, and audits of relevant information, placing the Study in the agenda of other scheduled meetings to broaden networks and attract submissions, conducting trainings and producing materials related to the participation of children and young people, and others, in relevant research.  Non-governmental organisations that work for and with children have established the NGO Advisory Panel to the Study. 

The Study offers a unique opportunity to develop specific inputs about aspects of violence against children; and the regional consultations are designed as a forum for countries to analyse and share information about settings where violence occurs (or does not), and useful experiences of prevention, intervention, and recovery of victims and perpetrators.  

Contacts

UNICEF is coordinating the regional consultations and has identified focal points, below.  In addition, focal points from OHCHR and WHO are also listed.

UNICEF Regional Focal Points:

Sarah Norton Staal – East and Southern Africa (sstaal@unicef.org)

Serap Maktav – South Asia (smaktav@unicef.org)

Geert Cappelaere – Middle East and North Africa (gcappelaare@unicef.org)

Maria Jesus Conde – Latin America and Caribbean (mconde@unicef.org)

Margie de Monchy – East Asia and Pacific (mmonchy@unicef.org)

Judita Reichenberg – Central and Eastern Europe/CIS (jreichenberg@unicef.org)

Gopalan Balagopal, – North America (gbalagopal@unicef.org)

The Director of the UN Study on Violence Against Children 

Amaya Gillespie: agillespie@unicef.org
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Jane Connors: jconnors@ohchr.org
World Health Organisation (WHO)

Alex Butchart: butcharta@who.int 
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