UNITED NATIONS  
[image: image1.png]


   NATIONS  UNIES
United Nations Country Team for Somalia


Press Release

Somali youth depart for Real Madrid football camp: Somalis for Peace initiative kicks off

Nairobi, 16 July 2004  - The four young Somalis selected to attend a two-week summer football camp at one of the world's most famous football clubs, Real Madrid F.C. of Spain, depart tomorrow. The Real Madrid Summer Camp takes place from 18 to 31 July 2004. 

The youngsters were selected following football tournaments (Peace Cup) involving 384 members of 24 football teams in different parts of Somalia over a month-long period. 

''This is a wonderful opportunity for the four boys,'' said Jesper Morch, acting Resident Coordinator for the UN Somalia Country Team. “We need to harness youthful energy and provide a positive alternative for the youth in Somalia. Upon their return they will share their skills and experience with their peers and become sport ambassadors and messengers of peace for their country.”

The Real Madrid scholarships are an important part of the Sports for Peace pillar of the Somalis for Peace campaign that will call on each Somali citizen to work for peace and to demand peace from those who are in a position to deliver it. The campaign comes at a crucial time in the ongoing peace process at Mbagathi, outside Nairobi, and is being steered by the Somali Aid Coordination Body group with the participation of the UN, European Commission and international and national NGOs to encourage a bottom-up approach to peace building.

The trip to Madrid has been kindly supported by the Rotary Clubs of Las Vegas North West (USA) and Langata (Nairobi), Kobo Safaris and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines.

“The Rotary Clubs of Langata and Las Vegas North West are proud to be associated with this project and are supporting the Somalis for Peace Campaign as partners with the rest of the world,” noted Beryl Ouma, President Rotary Club of Langata. “This is also an opportunity to celebrate Rotary globally by lending a hand to those parts of the world that are in conflict with the hope that it will make a difference.”

The four youth making the trip are: Abdi Bashir Abdi, 17, and Mohamed Yusuf Hassan, 15, from Hargeisa and Yusuf Ali Morgan, 17 from Merca, and Nuune Xuseen Cabdi, 17, from Mogadishu.  

_________________
For more information contact:

1. Maria Jose Torres Macho, United Nations Political Office for Somalia (UNPOS)

      Tel: + 254 20622163; Email: maria-jose.torres-macho@unon.org  

2. Sandra Macharia, UNDP Somalia.  

      Tel: +254 20 4448434-6; Email: sandra.macharia@undp.org
      Website: www.so.undp.org

3. Robert Kihara, UNICEF Somalia.

Tel: +254-20-623958; Mob: +254-721-244800. Fax: +254-20-623965/520640 

Email: rkihara@unicef.org   Website: www.unicef.org/somalia
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