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Estimated 15,000 Somalis Displaced by Massive Flooding Along the Coastline

NAIROBI, 30 December 2004 – UNICEF Somalia is mounting a rapid relief effort to approximately 15,000 people estimated by local authorities to have been affected by flooding along the country’s coastline following the massive earthquake off the coast of Indonesia. Somalia is the worst affected country along the east coast of Africa, with some 120 people reported dead and a number still missing. In the worst hit areas, in particular the village of Harfun near the northern tip of the country, some 80 percent of the homes and all of the water sources and sanitation facilities have been destroyed. UN agencies and NGOs are working to provide assistance focusing initially on shelter, water, medical supplies and food. 

“From what we know right now, Puntland has been hardest hit,” said UNICEF Somalia Representative Jesper Morch, “This comes at a time when Puntland has been suffering from severe and long-running drought and significant assistance will be needed to help these families survive and recover.”

Ascertaining the extent of the damage is difficult due to Somalia’s extensive coastline and the high number of remote villages. However, the immediate concerns have been identified as the prevention of water borne diseases and provision of food and basic shelter. Reports indicate that people are drinking contaminated water and some are struggling to find food. UNICEF teams on the ground are already preparing a massive chlorination effort and will be collaborating with the UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the World Food Programme (WFP), among others, to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated response.  UNICEF is also providing family relief kits, oral rehydration salts, water bladders, and is exploring the possibility of water tankering to the most vulnerable groups.  Mobile health teams are also in the area and supplied with vaccines, Vitamin A and other health supplies.

Providing education will also be a priority for UNICEF. “In tumultuous situations like this, and once people’s basic needs are met, getting children back into school as quickly as possible is the best way to restore normality and order to their lives,” said Morch. “Once emergency needs are met, we will be supporting both the teachers and students in restoring their school routines, while simultaneously supporting parents and communities in reconstructing their homes and livelihoods by providing them with basic services such as health care, sanitation and safe water sources.”

The relief effort will continue until the affected communities are assisted and UNICEF and partners will continue to gather information and respond as needed as the extent of the damage becomes clear.

Somalia remains among the world’s poorest countries, ranked 161 out of 163 in the UNDP Development Index. In Puntland, local authorities and various national and international agencies have been responding throughout the year to a long-running drought that has affected more than 600,000 people, their livestock and other assets. UNICEF has been working in Somalia since 1972 and has programmes in Health, Nutrition, Water and Environmental Sanitation, Education, Child Protection, HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control and Youth Participation and Development. 
For interviews and other details from the ground, contact UNICEF Somalia: 623950, 521218, 520633, 520643
Siddharth Chatterjee, Senior Programme Officer, schatterjee@unicef.org
Christy Dow Murray, Quality Assurance Officer, cdmurray@unicef.org

About UNICEF

For nearly 60 years UNICEF has been the world’s leader for children, working on the ground in 158 countries to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for poor countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.








