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CHINESE DONATION ASSISTS THE MOST VULNERABLE  IN SOMALIA
UNICEF Representatives lauds support of international community

Nairobi, 1 April, 2004 – A donation from the Government of China to the UNICEF programme in Somalia is making a significant contribution to assisting disadvantaged communities and improving the lives of children and women in that country, UNICEF Somalia Representative, Jesper Morch, said today. 

The Government of the Peoples’ Republic of China in July 2003  donated gift of items in kind to the UNICEF programme,  including mosquito nets, weighing scales, blankets and aluminium cooking pots, a donation with a total value of US $ 66,000. 

The items have been distributed within Somalia for use at health centres and when emergency relief measures are being put in place, often in relation to the situation of internally displaced people (IDPs), many of whom are in camps and settlements ringing the main urban centres in Somalia. 

            H E Guo Chongli, Ambassador of the Peoples’ Republic of China to Kenya was present at 

a ceremony held at the UNICEF Somalia Support Centre, Nairobi  at which acceptance of the supplies was made by UNICEF. During the ceremony Mr Morch paid tribute to the generosity of the Peoples’ Republic of China in responding the expressed needs of vulnerable populations in Somalia. 

Mr Morch noted, “The support that the international community continues to direct in humanitarian relief operations in Somalia is helping to alleviate the circumstances of  children and women living in some of the most harsh and desperate conditions in the world.”

A brief outline of the items and their uses:  

1. Mosquito nets:  vital equipment for the prevention of malaria, which is the leading cause of death among children in Somalia. UNICEF has been distributing nets which are treated with malaria prophylactic through a network of health facilities, reaching households in often remote rural populations.  

2. Weighing scales: most health facilities in Somalia are supported by international agencies, NGOs and local authorities. As a result of the devastation of the years of conflict they are acutely poorly-equipped and lack basic resources. Monitoring the health of mothers during the ante-natal period is an essential prerequisite of safe motherhood programming. The weighing scales distributed to health facilities and Maternal Child Health Centres (MCH) are serving to improve their capacity in this regard. 

3. Blankets and cooking pots: in times of emergencies such as drought, floods or fire outbreaks, blankets and aluminium cooking pots are some of the first relief items that UNICEF puts at the disposal of affected communities. An available supply of these sets of equipment forms a crucial lifeline in the immediate response measures taken to help disadvantaged and displaced victims in a range of crisis situations that may arise. 

 For further information contact:

1. Julia Spry-Leverton, Communication Officer, UNICEF Somalia: Tel: +254-20-623958/+254-721-804-498. Email: jspryleverton@unicef.org. Fax: +254-20-623965/520640.

2. Robert Kihara, Assistant Communication Officer, UNICEF Somalia: Tel: +254-20-623958. Email: rkihara@unicef.org  








