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UNICEF calls for immediate end to Somali conflict
Nairobi, Friday 22 December 2006 -  Children and women in Somalia are suffering from the violent conflict that has erupted in parts of the country, UNICEF said today, and called for an immediate end to the fighting. 

Speaking from Nairobi as the Day of the Somali Child (24 December) approached, UNICEF Representative Christian Balslev-Olesen, urged all parties in Somalia and internationally to work to end the conflict for the sake of Somalia’s children.

“This conflict will push the children of Somalia into further dire crisis, separation of children from their families because of the fighting and displacement is a growing concern and many are cut off from the humanitarian assistance they so desperately need and have a right to,” said Balslev-Olesen. 
An increase in recruitment and use of children under the age of 18 in armed forces and groups by both parties to the conflict and their allies has also been observed, which is another serious violation of international law. Balslev-Olesen called for the unconditional release of all children associated in any form with the conflict and the end of new recruitment of children.

The war comes on the heels of 16 years of internal conflicts, droughts and now heavy floods, all of which have already challenged the response of the international community to provide relief. 
The numbers of people fleeing the fighting is rising, adding to the numbers already displaced by drought and flooding and further heightening the threats to children. Along with the psychological impact that the war will have on them, children will be exposed to infections in the camps for the displaced, including measles, malaria and diarrhoeal diseases.  With the war making access to humanitarian assistance almost impossible for many, the casualties among children and women are sure to rise. 

“The children of Somalia deserve our strongest efforts to end the conflict before they suffer graver injuries,” said UNICEF Deputy Regional Director, Issmail Ould Cheikh Ahmed. “We urge all parties to stop the conflict now.”
For further information contact:

1. Christian Balslev-Olesen, UNICEF Representative to Somalia,UNICEF Somalia Support Center,    cbalslev@unicef.org, Direct line ++254-20-623952; ++254-20-350420, Telefax ++254-20-623965, Mobile phone ++254-733-629933; ++254-722-514569
2.   Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, Deputy Regional Director, UNICEF Eastern and 
Southern Africa Regional Office, 254 20 762 2304, mobile 254 722

Background notes on Somalia and its children:

Over 2 million people, about one-fourth of Somalia’s total population, were affected by widespread severe drought during 2005-2006, and that disaster was followed in quick succession by periods of extensive flooding. In both crises lives and livelihoods have been lost and the recent severe floods have displaced nearly half a million people. Hit hard by malnutrition, affected children are on a crash course with infections such as measles, waterborne diseases and malaria. 
The country has little health infrastructure and much of an entire generation has missed the opportunity for education because of the insecurity and conflict that has plagued the country for years. Less than 20% of school-age children now attend primary school. 

Approximately 156 per 1,000 Somali children die before they reach the age of five and maternal mortality is among the highest in the world at 1,013 per 100,000 live births. 
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