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UNICEF deplores the escalating violence affecting children in Southern and Central Somalia 
Statement by Christian Balslev- Olesen, UNICEF Representative to Somalia 
Nairobi, 31 July 2008: UNICEF is deeply concerned about the impact of escalating violence on the lives and welfare of children. The United Nations has received reports of more than one hundred and fifty children killed or injured through indiscriminate shelling, bombings and cross-fire in the past one year alone. 
Seven children died in battles last week between anti-government elements and Ethiopian troops based in Mogadishu; five as they were fleeing from school and two while they were playing football on a public pitch. 

“The current environment of conflict, displacement and insecurity in Southern and Central Somalia has a seriously negative impact on children’s and young people’s long-term psychosocial welfare and healthy development” said Christian Balslev- Olesen, UNICEF Representative to Somalia. “Of further concern are the recruitment of children and their participation in the conflict which have also resulted in children becoming suspects and targets in the conflict. 

“UNICEF, with the support of its partners, is carrying out an advocacy campaign against child recruitment and is working with communities through child protection networks throughout Southern and Central Somalia to monitor and report on violations against children. UNICEF also works with community-based child protection advocates to mobilize communities to protect their children from violence, exploitation and abuse associated with the crisis, and to provide emergency support and referral services to children in need. However, the functioning of these networks is being seriously hampered by the deteriorating security situation in the region and the targeting of aid workers which are hindering the urgently needed humanitarian access. 

“UNICEF calls on all parties involved in the conflict to respect international humanitarian law, safeguard the rights of children, prioritize their welfare and safety, and seek solutions to increase humanitarian access”.
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For more information please contact:

Iman Morooka, Communication Officer, UNICEF Somalia Support Centre

Email: imorooka@unicef.org
Telephone: +254 20 7623950/53/55/3864 (ext. 206)
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