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UNICEF assisting 250,000 flood-hit Somalis 
330,000 in need of urgent assistance. 900,000 estimated to be at risk.
NAIROBI, Friday 1 December 2006 – UNICEF is assisting 250,000 people in urgent need of supplies, following floods that have hit Southern Somalia. 
Around 330,000 people have been directly affected by the floods along the Shabelle and Juba rivers as conditions deteriorated significantly on 10 November when heavy floods hit Belet Weyne town. In total, some 900,000 are estimated to be at risk.
To date, UNICEF has delivered shelter materials, blankets, jerry cans, soap, cooking sets, hand tools, sandbags, nutrition supplies and birth delivery kits. In addition, supplies for water treatment are being distributed. 

The items were trucked by road from UNICEF warehouses in Hargeisa, Bossaso and Mogadishu to affected areas in Jamame, Belet Weyne and Jowhar.
The major challenge is to prevent serious outbreaks of diarrhoea, pneumonia and measles. The distribution of insecticide treated mosquito nets, through the Global Fund Malaria Programme, aims to prevent malaria transmission, a major threat. Following a recent measles/vitamin A campaign, targeted follow-up vaccinations will be undertaken to prevent infections in conditions where children have suffered lack of food and weakened immunities. Other UNICEF support includes the provision of water bladders, chlorination and social mobilization for hygiene awareness. UNICEF continues to supply essential drugs in over 47 MCH centres in the worst flood affected regions.

Working in cooperation with local authorities UN agencies and both local and international NGOs, UNICEF is operating boats in the Middle Shabelle and Lower Juba regions to get urgently-needed supplies to the affected populations along the river.  
UNICEF will also begin airlifting an additional 56,000 relief items into affected areas with an another 15,000 items due to arrive in Kismayo and Mogadishu ports from Mombasa next week. 
The UN has also hired two helicopters to support airlift operations. These should be operational in the coming days. Airlift operations, coordinated by WFP, are being funded through the UN’s Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).

Somalia is facing the worst floods since the 1997/98 El Nino floods. Since October 1 most regions had already received more than 300 percent of their normal rainfall. Tens of thousands have been displaced, entire villages submerged and thousands of hectares of farmland in the Gedo, Juba Valley, Hiran and Shabelle Valley regions have been flooded.  

Following a recent dry spell, road conditions are gradually improving enabling better access to information on needs and delivery of relief supplies.  However, based on recent forecasts, further flooding of both the Juba and Shabelle rivers will remain a concern well into December.

Said UNICEF Somalia Representative, Christian Balslev-Olesen, “Despite vast constraints faced, we are pleased to see more assistance is now getting through to those who need it, especially in the Jubas, and the ability of local authorities to facilitate aid efforts has been a major boon to relief efforts.  The real test lies in how effectively aid agencies and local partners can assess and quickly respond to humanitarian needs in the coming days.”  

For more information please contact:

1. Christian Balslev-Olesen, Representative, UNICEF Somalia. Email: cbalslev@unicef.org  Tel: +254-20-623950/53/55/70. Mobile: +254-722-514-569/733-629-933..

2. Denise Shepherd-Johnson, Head, Communication and External Relations,       UNICEF Somalia.  Email: dshepherdjohnson@unicef.org. Tel: +254-20-623958.  Mobile: +254-722-719-867. Fax: +254-20-520-640/7623-965.
3. Robert McCarthy, Emergency Officer, UNICEF Somalia, Tel: +254-20-7623950/53/55. Mob: +254-733-271-297. Fax: +254-20-7623965/520640. Email: rmccarthy@unicef.org
About UNICEF

For 60 years UNICEF has been the world’s leader for children, working on the ground in 155 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
