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Stability in Somalia will help focus attention on ‘invisible’ children says UNICEF
New development initiatives will be possible with onset of peace
Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday 14 December 2005 – Current steps towards stability in Somalia must be supported to ensure that children currently ‘excluded and invisible’ from the development agenda are put back on the map to reap the benefits of education, health and protection, UNICEF Somalia’s Representative Christian Balslev-Olesen said today on the occasion of the launch of the State of the World Children Report 2006. 
 “Putting children back at the centre of that agenda for development will ensure that we plan for every Somali child: including the poorest and most vulnerable child in the remotest rural village,’’ said Mr Balslev-Olesen. “Recent experience has shown that where education facilities exist, these can be used as a stepping stone to the provision of other services such as water and sanitation, health and youth development initiatives.” UNICEF which is already undertaking a Back to School campaign in Somalia hopes to use this as a step towards ensuring delivery of more services to children. In Somalia, ‘invisible and excluded’ children include those of internally displaced persons (IDPs),  children of pastoral/nomadic communities, children leaving on the street, children affected by conflict  and children of riverine communities. 
An example of successful interventions to improve the lives of children in 2005 was the response to the Tsunami of December 26 2004 in Hafun, Northeast Somalia. Previously, Hafun was an area that had been largely overlooked by UN/international agencies. Since the Tsunami, Hafun and some other locations affected have received support that has included construction of schools and the provision of water and health services. The newly-constructed Hafun Learning Centre – a new school built with UNICEF support - opened on 16 November 2005 with accommodation for 500 primary school pupils. Before the Tsunami, there was one tiny classroom that had 50 children in Hafun. Currently, enrolment is 260 and rising. In total, five-newly constructed schools have been built to serve Tsunami-affected communities in Hafun district. What the Tsunami experience has shown in Somalia is that collaboration between communities, the UN and local and international partners can have great impact on the lives of children. 

“Development initiatives need not wait for disasters of high magnitude.  Even in difficult circumstances, an opportunity exists in areas previously not covered to initiate projects that will have positive impact on lives of people previously excluded from the core of previous development plans,” said Mr Balslev-Olesen.  

Each year the State of the World’s Children reports on advances for children in various areas. This year, the report highlights children who are not benefiting from progress towards the targets set in the Millennium Development Goals - the ‘excluded and invisible’ children - who still lack access to education, to immunization against preventable diseases and to protection against exploitation and abuse. 
Internally displaced persons face some of the most severe survival challenges in Somalia. Given the lack of a strong central authority in Somalia, population movements within the country still continue due to insecurity and natural disasters. The situation is further compounded by economic failures that have forced people to abandon their homes and livelihoods and look for alternative means of survival.  In the last month, UNICEF and other agencies have begun field assessments as the basis for responding to an increasing drought crisis in parts of Southern Somalia which now threatens an estimated 71,000 children aged under five years.
UNICEF supports the provision of health, water and education services in Somalia and is increasingly focusing its work on child protection, youth and women's development and awareness raising for HIV/AIDS. It is UNICEF's intention to make the integration of interventions targeting ‘invisible and excluded’ children a key part of its programme. 
Editors note

Among the human interest stories released by UNICEF to coincide with SOWC 2006 report launch is one on Murayo Badel Ibrahim, 11, who lives in an IDP camp in Bossaso, Northeast Somalia. She is one of the many ‘excluded and invisible’ children in Somalia. Read more about her on the UNICEF Somalia website by following the link: http://www.unicef.org/somalia/education_2432.html. 
UNICEF's flagship publication, The State of the World's Children 2006, closely examines key issues affecting children who are excluded and invisible as a result of armed conflict, poverty, HIV/AIDS, discrimination and inequalities. 
For more on the report follow the link: www.unicef.org/sowc06/intro.html 

For further information contact: 

1. Christian Balslev-Olesen, Representative, UNICEF Somalia. Email: cbalslev-olesen@unicef.org. Tel: +254-20-623950/53/55/70. Mobile: +254-722-514-569/733-629-933.

2. Denise Shepherd-Johnson, Head Communication, Advocacy and External Relations, UNICEF Somalia: Email: dshepherdjohnson@unicef.org. Tel: +254-20-623950/53/55/70. Mobile: +254-722-719-867

About UNICEF

For nearly 60 years UNICEF has been the world’s leader for children, working on the ground in 158 countries to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence.  The world’s largest provider of vaccines for poor countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS.  UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.








