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UNICEF statement on the occasion of the Human Rights Council standalone discussion on Somalia
29 September 2010

Mr. President, 
UNICEF would like to thank the Independent Expert on Somalia for highlighting the gravity of human rights violations in the country, including the grave violations committed against children within the context of the ongoing conflict in the central south regions.

An entire generation of children in Somalia has known only violence and conflict. This is deplorable for those children and truly alarming for the future of Somali society.  UNICEF remains deeply concerned about the impact of the continuous and escalating violence on the lives and welfare of Somali children.

The scale of grave violations against children in Somalia has been increasing over the past years, particularly with regard to the recruitment and use of children in the conflict, the killing and maiming of children and the denial of humanitarian access to children. 
Between January and July 2010, the UN has documented over 220 individual cases of children killed or injured as a result of indiscriminate shelling, bombings and cross-fire during fighting between insurgents and AMISOM-backed government forces in Mogadishu. The actual number is certainly much higher as these statistics only represent incidents reported by monitors who operate under extremely difficult circumstances.
There has also been growing evidence of the scale and nature of unlawful recruitment and use of children by all parties to the conflict. Recruitment on the side of anti-government elements is known to happen on an increasing scale, involving also children as young as 9. During the past few months, UNICEF’s local protection partners have consistently reported on the massive recruitment of children by Al Shabaab from schools and Madrasas, and several cases of children fighting on the frontline in Mogadishu were documented.
Moreover, Somali children remain at great risk of disease and malnutrition and continue to be deprived of their right to basic services of health, nutrition, education, water and sanitation. In Central South Somalia, one in six children is acutely malnourished with significantly reduced life chances, while only 22 per cent of children receive primary education.  

All organs of the United Nations, including the Security Council, should remain engaged in the matter and increase efforts to ensure that all parties to the conflict that engage in violations of children’s rights and humanitarian law be held accountable. UNICEF urges the Human Rights Council to call on all parties to the conflict to respect international humanitarian law and prioritize the welfare and safety of Somali children. UNICEF also encourages the Somali Transitional Federal Government to implement its declared intention to ratify as soon as possible the Convention on the Rights of the Child and to ensure that the specific rights of children will be duly acknowledged and protected in the new Constitution. 

Somalia should not be forgotten at a time when children need to be protected more than ever.  UNICEF is committed to working with international and national partners to help relieve the suffering of Somali children and ensure the realization of their rights. 
Thank you
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