Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities, 2007-08
Why, What, How and When
Why?
Despite some progress towards the Millennium Development Goals, millions of women and children are still left behind – even in countries that have demonstrated improvement overall.  With the deadline of 2015 fast approaching, UNICEF has taken on an enhanced organizational commitment to leveraging evidence, analysis, policy and partnerships to promote gender equality and deliver results for all children.  The Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities, carried out in 40 countries and seven regions in 2007-2008 through UNICEF support, using MICS, DHS and other available  data, is part of that effort.

The Global Study proposes a comprehensive approach that focuses on poverty through a progressively specific analytical lens. First, the Study looks at gaps and opportunities in national poverty reduction strategies, including the demographic and economic context, employment, public and private social expenditures, fiscal space and foreign aid. Second, the study focuses in on the poverty and disadvantage faced by families with children - a crucial agenda to address. Finally, the Study looks in detail at how public policies could more effectively reduce child deprivations by providing better services and protection for all children and for all families caring for children, including measures that promote gender equality. 
In each country participating in the Study, a UNICEF Focal Point brings together experts in national statistics and policy to carry out evidence based analyses and produce a country report. The conceptual framework, methodology and data templates of the Study are detailed in the Global Study Guide, available online at www.unicefglobalstudy.blogspot.com.  This website is the online home of the Study, where Focal points and national partners can find resources, tools and useful updates.
When disadvantaged populations such as women and resource-deprived families with children are left out of development efforts, the unequal opportunities children experience persist or escalate.
  In the 40 countries participating in the Study, evidence and insights gathered are expected to result in a comprehensive strategy for making countries’ development, social protection and sector strategies more responsive to the poverty and disparities to which children and their care givers are exposed– fulfilling the rights of all children.
What?
The purpose of the Study is to strengthen the profile of children at the national policy table.  In particular, the Study aims to influence the economic and social policies that affect resource allocations, and to make children a priority in national programmes addressing: 1) the poverty of families raising children, and 2) the health, education and protection needs of children living in poor, vulnerable households, unsafe circumstances, and/or disadvantaged communities.   

The study adopts a child poverty concept that builds on existing definitions and measures of poverty, and considers:
· both income and non-income factors of the caretakers or the household, and how these determine whether or not a child enjoys her/his right to survive, grow and develop; 

· how resource scarcity and deprivations directly impact children, as well as how they are more broadly experienced differently according to gender, age and social status at the family, household or country level; 

· childhood as a space that is separate from adulthood (life cycle approach); 

· that children who are deprived of a safe and caring environment are also more likely to experience other deprivations. 
How?
In each participating country, the Study is led by a UNICEF Focal Point who supports work by national partners, and also maintains close communication with UNICEF Headquarters as well as with International Partner Institutions, the roster of which is ‘open.’ The process of the Study is as follows:
1. Select a team: The Focal point and the national partners will build a two-part team made up of national statistical experts (e.g. from the national statistical office) and national policy experts (e.g. from leading academic or policy centre). In order to achieve some level of comparability across the 40 participating countries, these experts each work with templates of data and policy information specially developed to facilitate standardized analysis for the Global Study.

2. Develop a plan:  The Study Team will agree on a plan for carrying out the Study and producing the Country Report that is appropriate to the local context, but still in line with the guidelines presented in the Study Guide (this is to facilitate cross-country comparison of analyses). The plan should include a Team assessment of what main directions the country analysis should take, what modifications might be necessary, what data and information will be required to complete the analysis, what data is available in the country, and what partners should be involved in the analysis and Study follow-up.
3. Collect the data: The Statistics team works with a Statistical Template of child outcome tabulations and relevant contextual information, produced centrally using data from MICS, DHS or relevant national surveys. The group of statistical experts will be provided with the core tabulations included in this Guide; nonetheless, the national statistical expert/team will assist with:

· making microdata sets available in a timely fashion

· choosing country-specifications (e.g. number and name of relevant subnational regions or relevant indicators – see the Global Study Guide for more information) 

· identifying and carrying out needed cross tabulations and regression analyses
The Policy team works with a Policy Template designed to assess existing national efforts aimed at reducing child poverty and disparities. This should be entirely filled in by the policy experts, drawing on national policy documents, including poverty reduction strategies, budget documents, reports to UN treaty bodies especially the CRC committee, and sector approaches. The group should add additional tables as needed in order to accurately capture the situation of girls and boys in the country.

4. Conduct analysis: When all the necessary data is collected, the templates are complete and initial analyses have been made, the statistical experts and the policy experts should come together to construct the country analysis. Team analysis of poverty at three levels (country/family/child) should investigate disparities in progress toward the MDGs, and try to identify which correlates and factors determine child outcomes between girls and boys, and different groups of children.
5. Prepare report and disseminate results: Analyses, core tabulations and main findings are presented in Country Reports that follow a standard outline. The total length is estimated at around 50 pages (31,000 words), plus tables and graphs. In each country, the finished Study will look a little different, but in general all Country Reports aim at the same purpose, use the same tools and follow the same process, such that they are similar enough to generate evidence that is comparable across countries and globally relevant.  See the Global Study Guide, available online at www.unicefglobalstudy.blogspot.com.  
When?
This work should be carried out beginning in October 2007. The study should deliver final country analyses by no later than June 2008. To facilitate coordinated and timely work in the first phase of the Study, UNICEF could also organize regional technical meetings.  Completed reports will be strategically launched and targeted at key decision makers, with findings also presented at policy conferences in the second half of 2008. Ultimately, the Global Study should generate evidence, insights and networks that can be used as leverage to influence national development plans, and to inspire and feed into poverty reduction or sector-wide strategies, common country assessments and other development instruments. In this way the Study should help to bring a child’s face to progress toward the MDGs in the places where progress is needed the most. 
� For more on this, see UNICEF’s State of the World’s Children 2005, 2006 and 2007





