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Short summary of key issues, challenges and solutions discussed




Relevance and urgency of revisiting child poverty and disparities 
UNICEF’s engagement with social and economic policy is not new and, as an organisation, throughout the years, it has tried to respond to global challenges and opportunities arising from changing paradigms in development - sustainable development, structural adjustment, human development, human security, MDGs / global poverty, etc. (presentation by Gaspar Fajth). The more recent decades have seen several global processes affecting the situation of families and children: 
· Integration through trade and capital flows

· Rising inequalities

· Demographic change, migration

· New patterns of economic growth and employment

· Environmental risks, climate change

· Commodity boom/price hikes

· Increasing volatility

These developments have warranted more attention to how the situation of children changes in response, at the global, regional and country level (presentations by Sharmila Kurukulasuriya, Gaspar Fajth, Gabriele Köhler, Shailen Nandy). Several issues have thus come to the forefront of discussions on child poverty and deprivation in the recent decades (presentation by Shailen Nandy):
· Growing interest in child wellbeing and development and children’s economic and social rights, therefore there is a need for child-centred socioeconomic analyses

· Poverty impacts on children, however children remain invisible in poverty analyses, despite increasing qualitative and quantitative evidence on child poverty 
· Income inequality and disparities are increasing across all the MDG areas, and could prevent or cause a reversal in MDG progress
· In an environment of emerging risks and new development opportunities, there is growing demand for child-focused data and new surveys or new modules in order to gather data on children 
· Government policies and interventions need to be urgently reviewed through a chid lens.
Global and regional progress on child poverty and disparities study 

· In response to the global challenges and the recognised need for greater attention to understanding and addressing the poverty of children as a different category and experience of poverty, UNICEF has embarked on a global project on child poverty and disparities (global, regional and country updates on http://www.unicefglobalstudy.blogspot.com/)
· The project has grown in size and prominence since its inception in 2007, with almost 50 countries having joined to date globally (presentations by Gaspar Fajth, Sharmila Kurukulasuriya)
· Country studies are given more prominence and relevance under the study, as a conduit for influencing national policies and resources for children 
· Country, regional and global work is complementary and mutually reinforcing and ultimately would jointly contribute to raising the profile of children at the national policy table 
· A revival of UNICEF’s involvement in discussions of how macroeconomic policies impact on child outcomes could be foreseen (a new wave of ‘development with a human face’ phase as a conceptual, analytical and methodological follow-up to ‘adjustment with a human face’ of the 80’s)
· The results from the Global Study on Child poverty and disparities is intended to feed into UNICEF’s other policy work, given that the analysis will contribute to understanding the correlations and causations of child poverty and disparities as well as the impact on child outcomes in all of UNICEF’s relevant areas of education, health, protection etc. 
ROSA country progress

· In South Asia, all 8 COs in South Asia are conducting a child poverty and disparities research, which reflects a commitment to embracing a paradigm shift in development discussions in terms of putting a face to poverty; it builds on multidimensional poverty work (income as well as exclusions from nutrition, health, education, protection and participation); the study is seen as having the potential to make a dent in policy discussions of UNCTs as well as Governments.

· Countries are following the Global Child Poverty and Disparities Methodology to the maximum extent possible, but are also experimenting with new approaches and adapting the methodology to the country context (concepts, definitions, variables, etc.). E.g. Bhutan is using the analysis of the child poverty study to suggest modifications to the National Happiness Index, Sri Lanka is aiming to introduce a Child Well-being Index to measuring multi-dimensional poverty, Nepal is experimenting with policy alternatives, given the latitude and space offered by the post election results, Pakistan is experimenting with a different methodology on child poverty and deprivation with a focus on policy-dialogue, sub-national budget management, direct interventions at the community/household levels (country presentations from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka).
· Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka are mid-way through implementing the Global Study (with Nepal almost ready to submit the statistical and policy templates to the HQ team for discussion); Afghanistan, Bhutan, Pakistan and the Maldives are at the stage of advertising the TORs for the child poverty and disparities studies.

· Some countries, such as India, will engage in producing background papers of a highly technical nature with econometric models applied for understanding the correlates / causes of child poverty, or as a way to introduce new ideas and concepts to the analysis. 

· Some countries are considering engaging in additional qualitative surveys and research to tackle the non material dimensions of child poverty and disparities.
Proposed approaches to ROSA regional synthesis 

· A regional synthesis would add value to the country analyses, along with regional-level policy and advocacy work, and could be conceived around thematic issues and challenges as well as sensitive issues which cannot be addressed through the country reports 
· The regional synthesis would include comparable statistics and additional data and analyses which are not well captured in the country studies, such as on missing categories of children e.g. migrant children as well as IDPs and refugees, child labour, street children etc.; issues of social exclusion with reference to border areas where the population might be a "minority" across multiple dimensions of language, ethnicity or religion etc. Special attention will be paid to the environment, policy and other factors that could facilitate the realisation of their rights.
· The regional analysis and policy advocacy around child poverty and disparities would add a new dimension to regional-level policy work with SAARC (e.g. portability of rights to access and use of basic social services including social protection, within the SAARC region), and would bring together other regional partners including from the UN system, e.g. UNDP, UNESCAP, ILO, etc. around MDGs, social protection, etc. 
· Capacity building and networking of country teams needs to be promoted including though enriching the exchanges between the country teams on conceptual innovations, methodologies and tools through various available means (including the Global Study blog, and strengthening the regional South Asia section of the blog http://unicef.globalstudy.googlepages.com/regionalcountryupdatesandresources).

Methodological issues around measuring and analysing child poverty and disparities 

· The overall approach to child poverty used in the global study – both income and non-income dimensions - was presented (Gaspar Fajth’s presentation).  The Bristol methodology of deprivation laid part of the ground work for the global methodology on child poverty and disparities.   (Guide on the Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities, 2007-2008 http://www.unicefglobalstudy.blogspot.com/)

· Many innovative approaches exist on how to use statistics to inform policy through cases studies (presentation by Angela Baschieri and Jane Falkingham):
· Multidimensional aspect of child deprivation, CASE STUDY OF ALBANIA

· Child nutritional failure and breastfeeding. CASE STUDY OF TAJIKISTAN

· School enrolment in Tajikistan and the role of community factors- EXAMPLE OF USING GPS DATA

· Discussions of challenges and possible solutions regarding the statistical template, policy template and advocacy generated a wealth of ideas, including:
STATISTICAL DATA AND ANALYSIS 
Challenge: 
· Integrating the neglected dimensions of child poverty: participation, aspirations, attitudes etc. 

· Capturing missing groups in the statistical profiles e.g. street children, institutionalised children, refugee children etc. 

Solution: 
· Small scale surveys and qualitative studies based on the example of Sierra Leone where FGD were used to tweak out children’s subjective understanding of poverty 
Challenge: 

· Lack of data on child poverty and lack of disaggregated data
· Use of multiple data sets and different sources 

Solution: 
· Advisable not to use data from multiple sources or different data sets in correlation tables for instance, because it leads to dangerous assumptions and misleading results; use methodological notes extensively if different surveys, sources, and datasets are used to make the assumptions and limitations more transparent; make better use of available surveys and data – better analysis of data through a child-focused lens;  
· Exploring the opportunity for identifying gaps in respect to addressing the situation of children in existing policies, techniques and methods. E.g. adding new questions and modules to the various national surveys, etc.

Challenge:

· Addressing the variation within countries 
Solution:

· There is a need for a core set of hypotheses that could be used to assess disparities.  Teams would like to share such hypotheses with one another (using the blog or via e-mail)
Challenge: 

· Unclarity about the correlates, determinants and causes of poverty; a vast amount of literature on the causes of poverty 
Solution: 

· Useful to start with a literature review for distilling the key correlates and determinants of poverty and for formulating hypotheses for regression models
Challenge: 
· Policy design-implementation disconnect -  good policies on paper vs. poor policy implementation 
Solution: 
· Addressing the fundamental mismatch between statistics and outcomes and policy intentions by linking the statistical and policy analysis in an iterative, analytical manner 
Challenge: 

· Disconnect between child poverty outcomes and MDGs outcomes
Solution: 
· The Child poverty analyses will address the hidden inequalities concealed by national averages reported on the MDGs.   
POLICY DATA, ANALYSIS AND ADVOCACY 
· Reviewing policies, e.g. macroeconomic, fiscal policies etc. through a child lens 
· Moving from description to outcome-oriented analysis and establishing the causality and exploring the ‘interplay of policies”
· Identifying gaps and weaknesses in existing policies: 
· Reviewing policies, budget allocations etc. by looking at the quality of policies, budget allocations etc. 
· Reviewing the efficiency and effectiveness in implementation of budget allocations, policies etc. 
· Reviewing policy responsiveness to the poverty of children – including suggestions on improving the M&E framework and adding the M&E component to the policy template to ensure that it is an integral part of the policy review process
· Recognising that budgets are a ‘political issue’ – there is a need to explore fiscal space for social policies and allocations for children 
· Addressing the issue of weak government capacity in the line ministries to negotiate budget allocations and be strong players in the budget process exercise 

· Addressing the challenge of working with IFIs’ towards overcoming their reluctance to consider the impact of policies on children and families with children
· Strengthening the joint work with governments and the donor community on addressing child poverty comprehensively and holistically 
· Exploring the opportunities arising from the emerging ‘political and policy space’ that is being created as a result of elections or other political changes for influencing parties’ manifestos and policy agendas
· Addressing the equity of policies, implementation and outcomes 
· Addressing resource limitations and the dilemma of universal vs. targeted policy and programming, as well as the tension of reconciling universal with targeted approaches to policy and programming 
· Tailoring the child poverty findings to the different audiences of the country report: government, UNICEF, UN, media etc. 
ROSA resources to assist with the country study on child poverty and deprivation
· Fiscal budget database (excel-based) and presentations with a cross-country comparison of the fiscal situation, which also outlines some arguments for using the budget as a ‘human rights instrument’ in South Asia and for creating fiscal space for financing social sectors, including social protection (ROSA fiscal budget database and presentation)
· Statistical pocketbook on socio-economic indicators for South Asia 2008 (http://www.unicef.org/rosa/ROSA-UNICEF-Statistical-Pocket-Booklet.pdf)

· Regional WFFC+5 report, which provides key statistics on child development along with a review of major legislation, policies, government capacity, etc. (WFFC+5 regional report)
· Reaching the MDGs in South Asia: An Inventory of Public Policies to Overcome Social Exclusion, which is a compendium of polices and instruments organised around the goal of inclusion in the economic, political, and social domains as well as through fiscal mechanisms (DPP working paper January 2008)
· MDG-based Planning for Development: Policy Interface and Synergies of Outcomes for South Asia: Report of Millennium Development Goals-related Policy and Programme Review, which provides a discussion of policies for accelerating achievement of the MDGs and addressing the challenges of inequality and disparities (http://www.unicef.org/rosa/advocacy_partnership_1980.htm) 
· Draft study on migration and how it affects children’s access and use of basic social services in South Asian countries, which provides key statistics on how migration affects the situation of children for the different categories of children left behind by migration parents, children migrating together with their parents and children migrating alone, as well as outlines some policy directions for ensuring the full realisation of their rights (Draft study on migration and impact on children)

· Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities – Guide - http://unicef.globalstudy.googlepages.com/UNICEFGlobalStudyGuide.pdf 
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