“Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities” 

Panama, June 30 and July 1st, 2008, Panama

Meeting Report
TACRO hosted a meeting on the Global study in Panama June 30 and July 1. Teams from 3 countries (Brazil, Mexico and Nicaragua) came to Panama and Bolivia joined part of the time via video conference.
The objectives of the meeting were:
a) to share experiences from around the region in terms of carrying out the studies, and 
b) to strengthen links among UNICEF colleagues and the national counterparts in order to exchange ideas and solutions to problems they might have encountered so far during the implementation of the study.
On the first day, Gaspar Fajth (HQ) and Alberto Minujin (Consultant) made presentations. Gaspar talked about the structure, aims, and the schedule of the Global Study. Alberto discussed the details of the Bristol approach to measure child poverty and its comparison with other approaches.
In the afternoon, each country team presented the advances made so far and what have been the main constraints. All of them have established a very good working relationship with the respective governments. Most of them were able to start completing the data requirements for the global study. 
During the second day, Alberto Minujin introduced a discussion about the importance of data and evidence gathering in the policy process. Given that the policy process is complex and not linear, he showed there are various possible  ways and times to introduce evidence to effectively influence policy in favor of children

Then the teams engaged in a thorough technical discussion of the possibilities and limitations of measuring child poverty according to the Bristol approach and other approaches. In addition, ways to measure disparities and link them to the poverty discussion were also debated. Finally,  a series of agreements on substance, methodology, questions for future discussion, timetable, and ways to work together as  a group, both among the countries participating within the Global Study as well as between the UNICEF teams and CEPAL were established.

