Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
Web: http://www.unicefglobalstudy.blogspot.com/ 
email: childpoverty@groups.dev-nets.org 
What makes the Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities distinct?
· Focus on Policies and Outcomes – The study aims to find context-specific evidence to assess policy responsiveness to outcomes related to child poverty and disparities.

· A comprehensive approach to measuring child poverty – The analysis intends to address both severe, non-monetary deprivations and monetary dimensions of child poverty, and will assess how these dimensions interact with one another.

· National ownership – the study will be conducted by teams of national experts, in collaboration with UNICEF country focal points, will include participatory mechanisms to engage with multiple stakeholders at the country level, and will focus on national and local priorities.

· Global Network – a core, global network of child poverty experts across 41+ countries will foster knowledge sharing and collaboration. 

· Country-regional-global links – individual country reports are the heart of the global study. it is envisaged that these reports will also be the building blocks for regional and global reports.

Which countries are currently participating in the Global Study?
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Americas and the Caribbean: Bolivia, Brazil, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua

· CEE/CIS: Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Kosovo

· East Asia and Pacific: Cambodia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam

· South Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka

· Eastern and Southern Africa: Burundi, Malawi, Tanzania, Zimbabwe

· West and Central Africa: Cameroon, Congo DR, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone

· Middle East and North Africa: Djibouti, Egypt, Iran, Morocco, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Yemen
· In all regions, more countries have expressed interest in joining this global team.
Data and Analysis

Are the statistical and policy templates intended to be ‘blue prints’ for the country analysis?

Creativity, adjustment, and tailoring to the country context is encouraged.  The purpose of the templates, presented in the Global Study Guide, is to serve as a reference to country teams.  Each national team should adjust the templates, in order to capture issues that are most relevant to creating political will for policy change to benefit children in the current country context. The teams should also determine what extra information will be needed to construct a convincing analysis, and what gaps may exist. 

Which should be completed first: the Statistical Template or the Policy Template?

Given the time constraints it is suggested that teams simultaneously work on both templates, while prioritizing the statistical template to start off with.  

What is University of Bristol’s role in the Global Study?

Bristol is producing some of the key statistical tables to supplement the work of the country teams (please refer to the statistical template working tables), as well as responding to specific queries to help tailor the analyses to local needs and issues.

Should country teams use national or international data sources?

In each participating country, the statistical experts in collaboration with the policy experts will need to decide which data source to adopt depending on the indicators being analysed.  It is important to pursue the data that is most recent, relevant and of best quality, and such data should be validated by national stakeholders. 

How should countries address potential sensitivities when disaggregating data by ethnicity, religion and other dimensions?

This issue should be addressed with caution.  The disaggregated data is essential in identifying disparities within countries, and where possible it is encouraged that countries seek to provide this information.  Country teams will need to weigh in the sometimes ‘explosive’ nature of this information.  It is left to each country team to ensure a balance between rigorous analysis, the credibility and ownership of the final product, and the need to shed light on disparities that exist between different groups of children.

How will Children and Young People’s priorities emerge from the analysis?

To bring in the voice of children, young people and their caretakers, qualitative surveys (focus group discussions) could be organized during the research process.  In addition, outreach and advocacy efforts to inform government and civil society of the key findings of the country analysis should also focus on promoting these messages among children and young people in the countries and sub-regions (incorporating key findings in school curriculums, disseminating messages through seminars involving youth, involving youth parliaments or organizations, etc.).
How do the statistical and policy templates come together in the analysis?

The statistical and policy templates are tools for gathering data in order to identify and analyse the linkages between the policy interventions and outcomes.  The analysis should assess how poverty impacts children, including the factors that contribute to disparities in child outcomes; and how responsive policies are, in addition to private and civil society efforts, to address these outcomes.  
Process

Should the country analyses be Peer Reviewed?

Each country analysis is expected to be peer reviewed during the final stages of the process.  This mechanism should be a separate process to the guidance and validation provided by the country Advisory committees (national experts/academics).  The peer reviewers should be independent experts who reflect on the final analysis prior to its publication.  This peer review mechanism will strengthen the credibility and quality of analysis of the final product.  Each analysis should be evaluated by 2-3 peer reviewers who are experts in child poverty and who are familiar with the region.  ‘Virtual’ Peer Reviews are also encouraged between country teams.

Is there room for extending the June 2008 deadline?

Although most countries are expected to try and reach this target, it is understood that sufficient time must be allocated for the data collection, analysis, review and production of the studies.  In addition other unforeseen delays may arise – the aim is to have a critical mass of country analyses complete by August 2008.  

Impact

Who is the target audience of the Global Study?

Key messages coming out of country analyses should be targeted at key decision makers who are able to change policies in order to achieve results for children.  These may include government ministers, heads of state, and members of parliament, donors, civil society organization leaders and the private sector.  In addition, the global study will target institutions and individuals who can influence policy makers, including teachers and students, youth, UN agencies and the general public.

What strategy should countries use to engage in national policy processes?

Some key features of a strategy focused on advocating for policy change include: 

· a carefully composed team and strategic partnerships/networks established from the onset 
· a focus on 2-3 key messages coming from the analysis

· strategic linkages between the process of the study, the analyses and current country policy frameworks

· a comprehensive communication plan finalized early in the process,

· involvement of national decision-makers, donors, UN agencies, NGOs, civil society including youth, media and other key stakeholders.

Are there plans to produce Regional Reports and a Global Report?

Reports at the regional and global level are expected to be produced in 2008/2009.  The specific form they will take is evolving, and more information on these products will be discussed and elaborated on in the coming months.  Country analyses will be the backbone of the regional/global reports, enabling the country teams to participate in and influence policy debates around child poverty and disparities at the regional and global level.
