Seminar Agenda: 
“Child Poverty and Disparities: Implications for Public Policy in Egypt”
Venue: 
Faculty of Economics & Political Science – Second Floor-New Building, Room Sawiras
Date: 

Tuesday, March 11th, 2008
Time:

08:45 – 15:30
Talking points Hannan Sulieman for opening
· Seminar is undertaken in the framework of the Study on Child Poverty and Disparities in Egypt, which is part of the Global Study
· The Global Study is a comparative global study composed of multi-country analyses of child poverty and disparities in child health, education, protection and other MDG outcomes and the policies that shape them
· Rationale for the global study: there is insufficient attention to child poverty and insufficient progress, and new risks for children are emerging
· Egypt has made some good progress in some areas, but the overall situation still requires many more efforts

· The purpose of the study is to translate evidence-based analysis and strategic partnerships into results for children
· Egypt is one of 40 globally and one of 6 in the MENA region
· In your folder is a 2-pager on the Study, which will not only look at outcomes and the status of children, as is usually done with poverty studies, but also at the policies and programmes, or the inputs to combat this poverty, and analysis the causes of the phenomenon 
· Seminar is first in series of activities to raise awareness and understanding of the issue of multidimensional child poverty and its relation to public policy, so I will not dwell on the approach of the study
· Study is part of a longer term and more comprehensive programme on evidence-based policy making that UNICEF works on with many partners—many of whom are here---, including: NCCM as leading body on child rights, IDSC as think tank for the PM, CAPMAS as statistical office for Egypt, Cairo University, Social Research Center of AUC, Sadat Academy in research, training and analysis, as well as of course several line Ministries
· Some examples are: Egypt Child Rights Index, University diploma course Public Policy and Children, national conference on Child Rights and Public Policy
· Child poverty study is evidence base for many of the activities
· And the seminar is an important contribution to building this evidence base
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