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CHILD POVERTY AND DISPARITIES IN EGYPT: LOOK BEYOND THE AVERAGE FOR CHILD FRIENDLY PUBLIC POLICIES
Cairo, 13 March, 2008 – Child poverty is more than living in a family with low income; child poverty is also deprivation from basic rights to services such as nutrition, health, education, water, sanitation, shelter and information. And when addressing poverty, it is imperative that one looks beyond the national averages, because these often hide sharp disparities between girls and boys, between different Governorates, and between rural and urban areas.

These were the two main conclusions of the high level Seminar “Child Poverty and Disparities: Implications for Public Policy in Egypt” organised by the Center for Economic and Financial Research and Studies (CEFRS) in collaboration with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on March 11th, 2008. (See attached agenda for speakers, chairs and discussants.)

With the Millennium Development Goals deadline of 2015 fast approaching, it is timely to undertake the Global Study because it is apparent that most countries, including Egypt, have been unable to set an economic agenda that eliminates poverty. Also, inequalities have persisted or even increased in many countries in part because poverty reduction strategies and development plans have struggled to be pro-poor and to help disadvantaged populations including women and families raising children; when women and poor families are left out of development efforts, the unequal opportunities children experience persist or escalate.

Therefore, the United Nations Children’s Fund in Egypt commissioned the study Child Poverty and Disparities in Egypt as part of the Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities. Egypt is among 40 countries in the world and one of six countries in the Middle East and North Africa region that participate in the UNICEF Global Study.

The Seminar was the first of a series of public gatherings that seek to raise awareness on the necessity to put the rights and special needs of children as a top priority in social and economic policy. At the same time, the debates of these meetings will provide invaluable inputs for the Egypt study.

The Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Political Science of the Cairo University, Dr. Mona Baradei, opened the seminar. The three subsequent sessions were chaired by prominent child rights advocates and academic experts on income and social policy from the National Council on Childhood and Motherhood, the Egypt Center for Economic Studies and the Social Research Center of the American University of Cairo. And around 70 renowned national and international speakers, discussants and participants from the People’s Assembly, the Shura Council, Government ministries and agencies, civil society, various universities and international development organizations debated the relation between child poverty and social rights, various ways of measuring child poverty, and the implications for social policy in Egypt.

The results of the study are expected to be published by the end of September, with the aim to contribute to more effective and efficient economic and social policies, and to make children a priority in national legislation, policies and programmes.









