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Thank you so much, Oscar, first of all for doing the hard work of moderating the meeting and doing it so well. Thank you so much. Even though they have already left, our great appreciation to the other World Bank colleagues, the colleague from the International Budget Project, the Director of South-South Cooperation of the United Nations, the UNICEF colleagues from DRC, from Ecuador, and most of all thank you so much to all of you for staying the entire day and participating so actively in this dialogue. We are really grateful to you.

I really don’t want to extend myself because I think we are all tired. But I guess just to emphasize that I think our debate today did demonstrate that it is possible indeed to approach budgets and fiscal policy in general as instruments for promoting human rights. Also bridging that gap in culture that Andy was mentioning between people who manage the budget and those who advocate for human rights. 

I just wanted to mention to you a conversation I had with the Minister of Finance, who initially worked with us when we began the work on budgets in Ecuador. When I asked him what he found to be the most useful in contribution from UNICEF, he referred to that diagram that Daniel Badillo showed you about the connection between the economic and social elements in society.  He said: “it’s really the first time that I saw it like that, simply, in images. And it really struck me. It really struck me that it was important for all of us in government and in society to understand that”. So it is possible to bridge that gap. 

I guess another very important point coming out of this discussion is the idea that budgets are indeed political instruments and not technical instruments, not exclusively instruments for maintaining macroeconomic stability. Political instruments in the sense that they reflect a series of agreements, explicit and tacit, within a given country society in terms of its vision of itself, its future and its purpose as a country. And as such, everyone needs to participate in shaping that vision in such a way that it becomes a really inclusive and a universal vision. And another point is that, in order that this participation takes place in an effective and meaningful manner, it’s very important to empower society so that it can in fact participate effectively. And one element of that is to have transparency of information, accountability, democratic access to information. The other issue is communication and pedagogic instruments so that this information is in fact made understandable to everybody. I thought that the contribution of the colleague from the International Budget Project was very interesting in that sense, to have that index that’s very striking and gives you an intuitive understanding of where countries are. 

Another thing that came out was that in promoting and facilitating this participation and dialogue, this process of getting everybody to sit down and talk to each other which, as we all know, is not an easy process in any country, especially when there are conflicting interests involved, that the United Nations system does have the advantage of impartiality vis-à-vis national interests and this idea of representing universal values. And really all of you here are the ones who construct those values. And the importance of working in partnership with partners like the World Bank, with its technical expertise and its strengths with certain spheres of stakeholders where UNICEF really doesn’t have a voice; also with actors like the NGO International Budget Project. I think we saw that it is possible to obtain concrete results in terms of increased social investment with impact on access to social services and in turn with impact on indicators of child well being like under five mortality.

The other message is that it’s not easy. It’s a difficult process. One because there are serious limitations on resources. We saw that particularly in the case of DRC but also in Ecuador. You saw that despite all of the effort that was made, Ecuador is still near the bottom in terms of per capita social investment in Latin America so there is a long, long way to go. It’s also very difficult to get people to talk to each other and to come to agreement. But in the end, we need to do it because it’s necessary. It’s a process that requires perseverance, long term effort, because without sustained national investment there won’t be sustained fulfilment of human rights, of child rights. And without that, there can’t be democracy, there can’t be peace, there can’t be social cohesion. And there can’t be community, based on a shared set of values and goals.

Our hope in organizing this dialogue really was that we would all come out inspired to help countries to pursue this kind of effort and to really think about how best the UN system as a whole can help promote this kind of process. So I really hope that we can continue this dialogue, bringing other experiences from other parts of the world, other actors, and to get more ideas from all of you. 

And one thing I did want to emphasize was that I think it’s very important to look at these kinds of ideas in the debate on UN reform and coherence. Not just the mechanics of how to achieve better coherence but what to do with that, what we want to achieve. We feel that our purpose is really to help countries to do the right thing, to really aspire to achieve human rights for everybody…And starting with children.

Thank you very much.
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