UNICEF, WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA REGION
REGIONAL SOCIAL POLICY WORKSHOP

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, 12-14 February 2008

AGENDA

Tuesday 12 February

08:00 – 09:00
Registration of workshop participants

Morning

Opening and plenary sessions

09:00 – 09:15
Opening session: welcome remarks by
· Sylvie Dossou, Acting Representative, UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire
· Barbara Bentein, Deputy Regional Director, West and Central Africa Regional Office (WCARO), UNICEF
09:15 – 11:00
First plenary session: Introduction

Chair: Sylvie Dossou, Acting Representative UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire
· Workshop objectives, agenda and logistics: Anthony Hodges, Regional Chief, Economic and Social Policy, UNICEF/WCARO, and Aka Kouame, Planning Specialist, UNICEF Côte d’Ivoire
· UNICEF’s global social policy agenda: presentation by Gaspar Fajth, Head, Economic and Social Policy Unit, GPS/DPP, UNICEF Headquarters, and discussion

· Social policy and children in West and Central Africa: presentation by Anthony Hodges, Regional Chief, Economic and Social Policy, UNICEF/WCARO, and discussion

11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 13:15
Second plenary session: The three studies and their approaches 
Chair: Youssouf Abdel-Jelil, UNICEF Representative in Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and São Tomé and Príncipe
· The Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities research plan and progress to date: presentation by the Global Study team (20’), followed by questions and discussion
· Draft research plan for the Regional Study on Children, PRSPs and Budgets: presentation by Emily Wylde, Oxford Policy Management (20’), followed by questions and discussion

· Draft research plan for the Regional Study on Social Protection and Children: presentation by Nicola Jones, Overseas Development Institute (20’), followed by questions and discussion

13:15 – 14:30
Lunch

Afternoon

Group work

Three groups on: 1) global child poverty study; 2) regional study on children, PRSPs and budgets; 3) regional study on social protection and children.

(1) Group work on the Global Child Poverty Study

14:30 – 16:30
Reports from countries (methodology, main findings, and issues), followed by discussion:

· Burundi

· Cameroon

· Congo

· DR Congo 

16:30 – 16:45
Coffee break

16:45 – 18:00
Reports from countries (methodology, main findings, and issues), followed by discussion:

· Ghana

· Mali

(2) Group work on the regional study on children, PRSPs and budgets

14:30 – 16:15
General discussion of the research plan, including methodology, questionnaires and logistics for the case studies

16:15 – 16:30
Coffee break

16:30 – 18:00
Block 1: PRSPs’ prioritization of children and the MDGs

(3) Group work on the regional study on social protection and children

14:30 – 16:00
General discussion of the research plan, including methodology, questionnaires and logistics for the case studies

16:00 – 16:15
Coffee break

16:15 – 17:00
Block 1: Poverty and types of vulnerability and risk affecting children

17:00 – 18:00
Block 2: Existing social protection systems and their impact on children

Evening
18:30 – 20:00
Reception

Wednesday 13 February

All day

Group work
Continuation of work by three groups on: 1) global child poverty study; 2) regional study on children, PRSPs and budgets; 3) regional study on social protection and children.
(1) Group work on the Global Child Poverty Study

09:00 – 11:00
Joint session with the working group on social protection and children, on social transfers. This session will include discussion on the use of household budget survey data-sets for simulations of the poverty reduction effects of child benefits and other cash transfers.
11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 13:00
Reports from countries (methodology, main findings, and issues), followed by discussion:
· Niger

· Nigeria

· Senegal

· Sierra Leone

13:00 – 14:15
Lunch

14:15 – 15:45
Model Policy Analysis: using country statistical and policy evidence to engage with PRSPs and SWAPs: Discussion with participants, moderated by the Global Study team

15:45 – 16:00
Coffee break
16:00 – 17:30
Model Policy Analysis: using country statistical and policy evidence to engage with MTEFs and national budgets: Discussion with participants, moderated by the Global Study team

(2) Group work on the regional study on children, PRSPs and budgets
09:00 – 11:00
Block 2: Fiscal space and public expenditure on services for children

11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 13:00
Block 3: Strengthening of PFM and administrative systems

13:00 – 14:15
Lunch

14:15 – 15:45
Block 4: Aid modalities

15:45 – 16:00
Coffee break

16:00 – 17:30
Block 5: UNICEF engagement and capacity regarding PRSPs and budgets. 
(3) Group work on the regional study on social protection and children

09:00 – 11:00
Block 3: Potential role of social transfers in reducing poverty and vulnerability among children in the region (Joint session with working group on the Global Child Poverty Study, with special focus on the use of household budget survey data-sets for simulations of the poverty reduction effects of child benefits and other cash transfers. 
11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 12:00
Block 4: Potential role of social health insurance in reducing poverty and vulnerability among children in the region

14:15 – 15:15
Block 5: Strengthening of child protection services within broader social protection systems

13:00 – 14:15
Lunch

14:15 – 15:30
Block 6: Fiscal space for strengthened social protection

15:30 – 15:45
Coffee break

15:45 – 17:30
Block 7: UNICEF engagement and capacity regarding social protection

Thursday 14 February

Morning

Third plenary session

Chair: Ian Hopwood, UNICEF Representative in Senegal
09:00 – 10:00
Report from group on the global child poverty study, followed by questions and discussion 

10:00 – 11:00
Report from group on children, PRSPs and budgets, followed by questions and discussion 

11:00 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 13:00
Report from group on social protection and children, followed by questions and discussion 

Plenary discussion on Social policy and children in West and Central Africa
13:00 – 14:30
Lunch

Afternoon

Group and final plenary sessions
14:30 – 16:15
Group sessions: Each group discusses their lessons learned and the way forward 

16:15 – 16:30
Coffee break

16:45 – 17:45
Plenary report on refined work-plans and arrangements from each group
Chair: Barbara Bentein, Deputy Regional Director, UNICEF West and Central Africa Regional Office
17:45 – 18:00
Final remarks by Barbara Bentein, Deputy Regional Director, WCARO
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