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Ms State Secretary, colleagues from Council of Europe, Save the Children Norway and UK, ladies and gentlemen... 

No violence against children is justifiable; and all violence against children is preventable* is the powerful message from the Global Study on Violence Against Children that was presented to the General Assembly of the UN exactly one year ago. The Study also presented compelling evidence about different forms of violence that children in every corner of the globe are being exposed to. And the world community unanimously concluded: the violence against children must stop. As we are beginning this important event with the countries from South East Europe, the first progress report is also being presented to the General Assembly. And the fact is - the progress is being made. You all will testify to it. But is it sufficient? Is it systematic and sustainable? 

It is not a coincidence that the Global Study looks for inspiration in Europe. 

The European human rights standards for protection of children continue to be improved. And the Council of Europe has been instrumental in this aspect. The Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human beings and the Convention on Protection of Children against Sexual Abuse and Exploitation are very illustrative examples. And there is the CoE programme on *Building a Europe for and with Children* that you just heard about. 

I am proud that UNICEF and the CoE are such close partners that we have sealed our joint commitment even with an official memorandum of Understanding. 

The inspiration has also come from a number of countries that are making systematic progress. As Ms. Lucic mentioned, it is not a coincidence that Serbia for its term of presiding the Council of Ministers has put the protection of children’s rights high on its agenda. The adoption of the General and Specific Sectoral Protocols on protection of children from different forms of violence are a very commendable and decisive step that Serbia can be proud of. 

The child protection systems, which are essential for early identification and response to violence – are also being strengthened in a number of countries in South East Europe.   
However, the question remains – is the progress sufficient? Is it systematic? 
Is it sustainable? And how do we know?

The fact is that we DO NOT know enough. There is not a single country that has complete data on prevalence and incidence of violence against children. We do not have baselines. And without the baselines, we can not measure progress! We can only guess. But guessing about violations of children” rights is not good enough.  

There are many reasons for the lack of data: from accepting other names to justify violent acts, such as * child discipline*, not clearly defined concept of what exactly constitutes violence against children in national normative Acts – all the way to the weak capacity of the systems to identify, record and report on specific cases. 

UNICEF has just concluded the analysis of the findings form a household study (MICS) in 70 countries around the world, including 12 countries in Central and Eastern Europe. For the first time the indicators /relevant for children/ also addressed so called *practices of child discipline* within home.  The study shows, that across our region, on average, about 50% of all children are exposed to some forms of violence at home... The education of mothers seems to be the most powerful determinant of choice in discipline... Here in Serbia the results of the country study have been already published... and other countries are following the suit. I recommend to all of you to read carefully the findings – as they are evidence that should guide the policy action!

This household study complements very well another research that UNICEF has been supporting in 7 countries in the region, including in FYR Macedonia, Bulgaria and Albania. The research is based on a very simple hypothesis - which is -that the main reason for the lack of reliable data on prevalence/incidence of violence against children is the weakness of the systems - actually those systems that have obligation to protect children from violence. And the findings across all 7 countries have confirmed the hypothesis. The research included representative sample of all service providers – across sectors, including schools, health clinics, police stations, center for social work and institutions for children.  Let me reveal only one specific finding –common across countries: among all service providers, the health system took the bottom place, right after the education establishments. It seems that the health professionals have the most unclear guidance on how to identify, record and report the cases of violence. They continue to record *injuries and accidents* - without much questioning how these have occurred. 

Gathering systematic evidence on prevailing practices of so called *child discipline* and on shortcomings of the systems responses is essential to make progress. Changing norms, improving standards, up/grading professional capacities and accountabilities, linking up sectors, partnering with civil society organizations to tackle unacceptable attitudes and practices – all of these is needed. And you will discuss all of these from your practice. However, let me stress again - if we have evidence – a base line – of where have we started from – we will also be able to measure – not only progress in the environment around children but the real outcomes for children. We can be only satisfied with all our efforts when we know for fact – that violence is no longer part of children’s lives. 
 
I wish you the most successful conference. Thank you.

