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Ladies and Gentlemen,
The Convention on the Rights of the Child states that every child has the right to a name and a nationality and the right to protection from being deprived of his or her identity. Birth registration is a fundamental means of securing these rights for children. The child who is not registered at birth is in danger of being shut out of society. 
In 2000, an estimated 50 million babies, more than two fifths of those born in the world, were unregistered. These children do not have the birth certificate, the “card” for which a door should open for other rights, such as access to health, education, social benefits and employment.
In Serbia, 99 percent of childbirth are registered. This sounds like a great achievement. However, Roma children living in Roma settlements are less likely to have their births registered than other children. The percentage of Roma children’s registration is 95 percent.
 It is estimated that around 3 to 4000 children are therefore not registered.
In order to better understand this problem, a research on constraints to universal birth registration and access to social services was conducted. The research identified the barriers and key misconceptions. Based on the findings, the solutions to overcome these barriers were proposed. 
It was concluded that in a short run the main constraints to be addressed are: 
· the lack of trust of Roma towards authorities and the lack of Roma knowledge on their
 rights and the rights of their children, 
· the lack of links and network between service providers and Roma families 
· the complexity of the registration procedures. 
The long term solution is to identify and remove the gaps in the legislation which allow these children to be left out from the system. 
To address these issues, UNICEF started the “Universal Birth Registration in Serbia” initiative which is complementary to the EU-funded Project “Social Inclusion and Access to Human Rights for Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian Communities in Western Balkans”, implemented by UNHCR. To coordinate our activities, a Steering committee (Project Task Force) has been established, consisting of representatives from UNHCR, UNICEF, the Ministry for Labour and Social Policy, the Roma Secretariat and Praxis NGO. This NGO will be the main implementing partner in the field, while UNHCR will have a leading role in coordinating. 
The activities will be implemented in 20 municipalities which are located all over Serbia (Kragujevac, Kraljevo, Sabac, Krusevac, Prokuplje, Vranje, Lebane, Vladicin Han, Zvezdara, Pozarevac, Novi Sad, Novi Beograd, Aleksinac, Pancevo, Kursumlija, Bujanovac, Smederevo, Stara Pazova, Obrenovac and Zrenjanin). For the selection of these municipalities, we followed different criteria such as: 
· the number of Roma inhabitants in each of the municipalities,
· the presence of Roma IDPs
· the number and percentage of non-registered Roma children
· whether the community has already been sensitized on the issue of Roma exclusion (such as municipalities where the Local Plans of Action for Children are developed and implemented, municipalities where Roma coordinators/mediators are present, etc). 
What do we expect to achieve with this 12 month project? 

· to identify at least 400 children who were not registered at birth
· to have 400 procedures initiated for subsequent registration into the birth registry, hopefully this will cover all the unregistered children in these 20 municipalities 

· to inform Roma parents about the importance of registration at birth and to provide them with legal counselling on the procedures for registration 
· to sensitise both central and local authorities and social service providers on the civil registration needs of the Roma, as well as on related problems and obstacles

· to train approximately 60 Roma representatives, Roma coordinators / mediators in these 20 municipalities on civil registration procedures  
This project is an initial stage of a longer term programme aimed at the development of guidelines and legislative changes. We believe it is an important effort in the direction of building a protective environment for all children and we hope that it will contribute to the long-term commitment of the Government of Serbia to achieve universal birth registration and universal access to services.
Thank you.
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