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RADIO

Ms. Ana Tomasevic of the Radio Belgrade’s First Channel told a story about a boy, an accordion, music and dreams. It would be a nice – but not so unusual – story about a successful child, if the child in question was not blind from birth. Stefan Pantic from the twon of Arandjelovac fell in love with his accordion when he was seven and won an international prize at the tender age of 14. We  learned that Stefan thinks that he is “normal“ and that it is normal to be blind – he has no issues with it.  We also learned that he likes watching basketball games and tennis matches, that his heart swells with joy when he plays well, that he wants to perform as many concerts as possible, to find a job, to build a family, etc. We also heard from Stefan’s mother, about how painful it was for her to send a six-year old Stefan to a boarding school in the Belgrade municipality of Zemun, the sacrifice they have had to make to support their gifted son and with how much love they have done so...

Skillfully, and yet subtly Ana Tomasevic drew our attention to the  essence of the story: the rights of children with special needs to develop their potentials, to perfect their talents, to be involved in their peer’s lives, to get support and encouragement from the environment in which they live. 

This young man’s uplifting spirit has commanded much respect from so many and inspired a journalistic approach that is free from the usual stereotypes  too often found in reports on such topics.  

With his positive attitude and conduct and sheer optimism, Stefan has won other people over as well - new friends, for example, now that he is enrolled into the mainstream secondary school and Secondary School of Music. In addition, a listener of this programme who has been inspired by his spirit, courage and maturity decided to make a generous gesture of helping him and his family. 
This, however, is another story.

PRINT MEDIA
Today’s children are still unfortunately deprived of many rights, but there is one right in particular that journalist Manuela Graf feels does not attract the attention it deserves. The very title of her article, published in the daily Blic, ''Half of young people in Serbia have not been to a museum or to the theatre” clearly indicates what this right is.  The article deals with the rights of the child to culture and creativity and why so many children in Serbia are deprived of these rights. On the one hand, it is due to the general lack of appreciation of the cultural policy for children and willingness to promote art for young people. On the other hand, it is due to the lack of art-based learning approach, as a goal of modern education.
Proceeding from the findings of a scientific research, the author elaborated on this topic by citing the views and opinions of experts, artists and teachers, people who know how important culture and art are for a child’s development. Being exposed to artistic achievements in early childhood not only creates and develops cultural habits and needs, but also stimulates children’s creativity and ability to express themselves artistically. Analytically and critically, the author pointed to the deficiencies in the education system, in which art and artistic involvement are underused in the teaching and learning process. 

Added a special strength to this solid and well-versed article is the reference to the experiences of several European countries and their success stories of interweaving cultural, education and social policy. The author emphasized the need to make some changes in the existing education system in order to develop children’s creativity from an early age.
TELEVISION
What is technically called the ''inclusion of marginalised groups” is not always understood immediately by all to whom it should relate. The message sent by Ms. Marijana Ljubisavljevic through her TV story “Better Future through Education” that was broadcast on Nis based TV5 was more than clear. 
The message on the better future with education was voiced by all participants who presented it from their respective professional and personal point of views. To illustrate how important regular schooling is for Roma children, the presenter  quoted  statements by  various people, including the school principal, a Roma assistant working at  the same school, a young Roma university student, among others. But what makes this argument on education so convincing is the strength of the story of an eleven-year-old Bula, an excellent fifth former.

The certainty with which her mother, father and grandmother see in her schooling as an opportunity for advancement of the whole family shows that the level of awareness is encouragingly high.  It also provides an insight into the attitudes of the Roma community in Serbia that are different from the usual, stereotypical, ones.  This story is about the people who are already well settled in an urban area and work hard to maintain and improve their social position.
By producing the TV programme aiming to highlight the right of every child to education, Marijana Ljubisavljevic rightfully gave much space to Bula, knowing that the clever words and pretty face of this diligent and confident child will leave a strong impression on the viewers. By so doing, she demonstrated the respect for the right of the child to express his or her opinions. 
