UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND

Office in Serbia is seeking for qualified candidate for the position of

Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative Project Coordinator 

VN: OPS/BEL/2010-11

UNICEF is looking for a suitable candidate for Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative Project Coordinator who will support the Ministry of Health to oversee, manage and coordinate implementation of the Baby Friendly program components. 
Contract type is Special Service Agreement with duration 10 months, duty Station Belgrade.
The closing date for applications is 23 June 2010. Details can be found on www.unicef.org/serbia under Vacancies. If you have the background and commitment to take on these responsibilities and would like to join UNICEF team, please apply by mail to belgrade@unicef.org stating ref. OPS/BEL/2010-11 (electronic application is mandatory). For more information you can contact UNICEF by mail. P11 form can be downloaded from http://www.unicef.org/about/employ/files/P11.doc  Applicants must be citizens of Serbia. Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. UNICEF is a non-smoking environment. Qualified women are encouraged to apply. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Post Title: Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative Project Coordinator

Project: Support for the institutionalization of the baby friendly initiative in Serbia

Duty Station: Belgrade

Level/Contract type: Special Service Agreement

Duration: 10 Months Agreement

Closing date: June 23, 2010
Background
The Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative (BFHI) is a global initiative of the World Health Organization and UNICEF that was launched in 1991. The Initiative aims to give every baby the best start in life by creating a health care environment that supports breastfeeding and appropriate health care practices as the norm. This Initiative began in the then FR of Yugoslavia in 1994. Taking into account that the implementation of the BFHI as well as the results achieved, with all weaknesses and strengths, was not evaluated externally since it was established and with the aim to achieve it’s full implementation, as well as to update activities with recent international recommendations of UNICEF and WHO, Ministry of Health of Serbia, supported by UNICEF decided to perform such an evaluation.

A formative evaluation was carried out by external evaluators between the end of August and early October 2009. This aimed to review the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Serbia 1995-2008 towards assisting the Special Working Group for Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative Plus to make recommendations for the future course of the BFHI. The Terms of Reference for this evaluation were agreed by the Special Working Group. Based upon the results and recommendations given in the document: “Evaluation of the baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Serbia for the Period 1995-2008” Ministry of Health of Serbia decided to perform activities which will lead to the full institutionalization of the BFHI by developing sufficient strategic basis as well as by establishing all relevant bodies which will be responsible for developing strategic approach, relevant national legal basis and for follow up and monitoring the BFHI implementation on the Governmental level. Ministry of Health needs one year of preparation activities on the Project level in order to create form conditions for a full institutionalization of the BFHI.

1. Purpose of Special Service Agreement

The purpose of this ToR is to recruit a qualified candidate as a consultant  who will support the Ministry of Health to oversee, manage and coordinate implementation of the Baby Friendly program components.

2. Objectives and indicative activities of the program

The basic goal of the project is to: 

Ensure the conditions for the BFHI national implementation in the Republic of Serbia based on the principles and recommendations given in the “Evaluation of the baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Serbia for the Period 1995-2008”.

Specific objectives:

1. Support the development of National Program for BFHI Implementation together with the Action Plan

2. Support of the establishment and functioning of National Breastfeeding, Infant and Young Child Feeding Committee
3. Support the establishment of National BFHI Coordinator within the Republic Institute of Public Health
4. Develop training curricula for BFHI within the Health System of the Republic of Serbia as the part of continuous medical education for health care professionals
3. Major Duties and Responsibilities

The selected consultant will be hired as a BFHI Project Coordinator. Her/his main task will be to ensure all relevant needed inputs for the development of the above mentioned documents; to organize and facilitate all needed consultations for the creation of the National program and Action Plan; to organize and facilitate consultations  in order to provide basis for the full institutionalization and sustainability of Serbian BFHI; to take steps that will ensure the appointment of National BFHI Coordinator within the Republic Institute of Public Health by the Minister of Health. Project Coordinator will perform all needed activities which will result in the establishment of the National Breastfeeding, Infant and Young Child Feeding Committee by the Government of the Republic of Serbia under the recommendation of WHO and UNICEF. 
4. Deliverables as a basis for performance evaluation:

- National Program for BFHI Implementation together with the Action Plan developed and adopted by the Government of the Republic of Serbia.
- National Breastfeeding, Infant and Young Child Feeding Committee established by the Government of the Republic of Serbia.
- National BFHI Coordinator within the Republic Institute of Public Health established and in function.
- Continuous education training modues are accredited and ready for implementation.
5. Qualifications/specialized knowledge/experience required to complete the task:

· Medical faculty diploma with postgraduate education in gynecology, pediatrics, public health or similar

· A minimum of 3 years' experience in global public health, global health initiative governance, or other relevant experience involving diverse stakeholders. 
· Experience in administration and functioning of International Health Partnerships
· Knowledge of administrative procedures within the Ministry of Health in creating policies and procedures would be an asset 
· Familiarity with technical aspects related to the BFHI

· Process management skills

· Potential candidate should be female, preferably mother
· Demonstration of commitment to the Ministry of Health of Serbia and UNICEF mission, vision and values

· Good communication and advocacy skills. Ability to communicate with various stakeholders. Ability to express concisely and clearly ideas and concepts in written and oral form.

· Fluency in English and Serbian
· Computer skills (text processing, presentation making, spreadsheet programs, picture    processing)
6. Definition of supervision arrangements

The Project Coordinator will work under the supervision of UNICEF Early Childhood Development Specialist and will receive day to day guidance from the Head of the Department for EU Integrations and International Projects Preparation, Implementation and Monitoring of the Ministry of Health of Serbia. The Project Coordinator will report directly to the Head of Department for EU Integrations and International Projects Preparation, Implementation and Monitoring against specific agreed monthly deliverables and will submit regular monthly reports as a basis for his/her payment. The Project Coordinator will also be preparing quarterly reports for the management of the Ministry of Health and for the Special Working Group for BFHI.  The Project Coordinator will be located within the premises of the Ministry of Health. 
   7.  Delivery dates and Time-frame:

Payment will be approved by the supervisor upon successful completion of work assignments for each month.

Estimated number of working days

Duration of the contract is 10 months with full-time engagement, five days per week.  

Timeframe

Timeframe of the contract is from 1st June 2010 to 30th April 2011. 


















