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60 YEARS OF UNICEF
UNICEF was created on 11 December 1946 by the United Nations to provide food, clothing and health care to the European children who faced famine and diseases after five years of war. In 1947, the number of needy children amounted to twenty million. It was for these children in 14 countries that UNICEF provided a lifeline, Yugoslavia being the first one that emergency shipment was sent to. During the winter of 1947-1948 UNICEF was able to report that it gave six million children and mothers one meal every day. 

When the Europe post-war crisis ended, UNICEF took up the second great task, that of improving the indescribably miserable conditions in which hundreds of millions of children lived in the developing countries.  For the first time in history UNICEF has shown as an international device capable of tackling the giant task of liberating the children of the developing countries from ignorance, disease, malnutrition, and starvation. 

In 1959, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, which defined children’s rights to protection, education, health care, shelter and good nutrition. And in 1989, the Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted and became the most widely- and rapidly-accepted human rights treaty in history. The Convention sets forth a wide range of provisions that encompass civil rights and freedoms, family environment, basic health and welfare, education, leisure and cultural activities and special protection measures. It has several "foundation principles" that underpin all other children's rights. These include non-discrimination; best interests of the child; right to survival and development; and views of the child. 

UNICEF has become the driving force that helps build a world where the rights of every child are realised. It has the global authority to influence decision-makers, and the variety of partners at grassroots level to turn the most innovative ideas into reality. That makes the organisation unique among world organisations, and unique among those working with the young. It was awarded the 1965 Nobel Peace Prize “for the promotion of brotherhood among nations.”

Nowadays, UNICEF operates in some 160 countries and territories, promoting and protecting children’s and women’s rights. UNICEF established its Office in Belgrade in 1992 to respond to the emerging crises in the region with the aim of protecting the rights of war-affected children. During the decade of wars and sanctions, essential supplies and extensive assistance were provided.  Since the year 2000, our work has oriented towards strengthening policy reform, capacity building and active participation of children and families. UNICEF works closely with a broad range of partners and promotes a rights-based approach to the survival, development and inclusion of all children, with a particular focus on the rights of those children who are excluded due to ethnic background, disability, poverty, violence, abuse or exploitation.

UNICEF is entirely funded by voluntary contributions of individuals, foundations, businesses and governments, as well as by selling the well-known UNICEF cards and gifts. 

Funds raised through the greeting card campaigns are used within Serbia and Montenegro to fund our priority programmes for children, particularly those children who are poor and disadvantaged.

 The 2003 greeting card and product  campaign has begun. By buying them, you also help UNICEF to support children to a better life.

***
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