
We the children and young people from south Asia know that our government from South Asia promised at SAARC meetings, the UNGASS on HIV/AIDS and the recent Special Session on Children to work with children and young people in the fight against HIV/AIDS. In our South Asia Regional Forum for young people on HIV/AID5 we agreed to work with our governments, to help them keep the promises they made.

We therefore call on our governments (at national, sub‑national and local levels) to respect and realize the following rights:

We assert our rights to participation in influencing policy making and making political commitment.

· Governments to commit themselves to involve children and young people in developing and implementing policies that affect us. This will ensure a children and young people friendly policies, the effects of which will be multiplied throughout the nation.

· National government should initiate a high level council including children, young people and key adults such as planners and policy makers to form a strong committee and network.

· Government should allocate special funds in their budgets on HIV/AIDS programmes for the involvement of children and young people. They must ensure children and young people's participation while making budgets.

We assert our rights in influencing and mobilizing key adults (parents, teachers, religious and community leaders).

· Governments to ensure that Parents, teachers, community and religious leaders are given the proper training in providing sexual reproductive health education, including HIV/AIDS, the use of condoms and protection from drug use, to students before young people are sexually active and students drop out of school.

· Government must ensure that young people's committees (parliaments, clubs, children's organisations, etc.) are established at villa e, sub‑national (district, provincial and state) and national levels. This will enable young people to express themselves and to participate in decision making fora.

We assert our rights to participation in ensuring access to information on sexual reproductive health, HIV/AIDS, life skills education and young people friendly services.

· Governments to include sexual reproductive health education, including HIV/AIDS, in formal and non‑formal curricula starting from grade 5.
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· Recognise that young people have special specific needs and therefore provide health facilities to children and young people so that they can speak openly in a confidential environment.

· Governments should provide free HIV voluntary counselling and testing at sub‑national levels and also provide follow‑up support services.

· Government should be responsible for providing training to children and young people (in and out of school environment) on life skills to become peer educators/facilitators.

· Government should ensure that correct and complete information is provided at all levels to remove fear about HIV/AID5.

· Children and young people must be involved in the development of children and young people friendly HIV/AIDS resource materials.

We assert our rights to participation in using media as a tool for spreading information

and producing children and young people friendly programmes.

· Government should ensure that young people have opportunities to produce television and radio programmes, and provide spaces in newspapers, magazines and websites.

· Governments should support media programmes that include popular personalities who can talk about issues that concern children and young people, such as healthy life styles and HIV/AIDS.

We assert our rights to participation in reducing stigma and discrimination and

increasing care and support.

•
Government, community and religions leaders should ensure participation of children and young people affected by HIV/AIDS in all related committees and HIV/AIDS related issues.

•
Local government bodies should allocate funds for care and support of affected families.

•
Government to introduce laws and polices against discriminations and stigma of people affected by AIDS.

Finally we assert our rights to participation in HIV/AIDS programming, including research, design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

We commit ourselves to form our own organisations and networks that will work towards educating children and young people and adults as well, about child rights and especially on their right to be protected from HIV/AIDS.

We and our governments must work together in arranging follow‑up forums ‑ to ensure monitoring and evaluation of the work done in involving children and young people.

‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑‑
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