PRESS RELEASE 

Ministry of Education praises UNICEF 
Santo Domingo.- The Primary Education Department at the Ministry of Education – SEE in its Spanish initials – has praised the United Nations Children’s Fund – UNICEF – for its support for the Innovative Multi-grade School Project.

The Minister of Education, Mr Melanio Paredes, thanked UNICEF, “for helping us replicate such a good experience, which comes from a sister nation, with such success”.

Mrs Francoise Gruloos, UNICEF’s representative in the country, expressed her thanks for the praise, highlighting that it has been interesting for UNICEF to grow with this experience, which consists of elements of democracy, participation, educational innovation, personal and professional growth for teachers, administrative management staff and teaching practice.

“We are committed to the educational processes that are being developed in this country, with the aim of improving educational quality, with the fast track achievement of reaching the goal of 4% of GDP as the stable budget for this sector: these are initiatives that UNICEF will keep pushing”, stressed Mrs Gruloos.

Mr Paredes’s promise to work for what he described as “Integrated Schools” was welcomed with a rowdy round of applause by the hundreds of children, principals and educational specialists in attendance. “Integrated schools”, he said, “consisted of having schools at crossroads and transporting you (the students) there in comfortable vehicles”.

The event was held in the framework of the celebrations for a “Day of Achievements” where they presented the results and development of the Innovative Multi-grade School – EMI in its Spanish initials – since its launch in the country in 1992, in the framework of UNICEF’s programme of cooperation with the Dominican Government.

Innovative Multi-grade School

This project started in five schools in San José de Ocoa and five in San 

Cristóbal, with the aim of improving equity in primary education and strengthening the SEE’s management capacity and implementation of programmes, especially in rural areas. 

Although it was started in ten schools, the current beneficiaries span 18 Regional Boards: 2330 schools across the country, with 6000 classrooms with libraries, 100 rural networks, 5000 teachers and 100 district-based educational specialists. 

The EMI uses the Escuela Nueva de Colombia (Colombian New School) model as its educational reference point, and has adapted it to Dominican circumstances in response to the 1992 educational criteria as laid out in the Ten-year Education and Curricular Transformation Plan.

Multi-grade education, where one teacher works with several grades in one classroom, has led to extraordinary changes, according to Mrs Gertrudis Johnson D., EMI Project Coordinator. 

“Becoming a national strategy for responding to the needs of schools in rural areas has been one of the EMI’s main achievements”, she said, while also emphasizing that these strategies are available for all the schools in the country.
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About UNICEF 

UNICEF is on the ground in over 150 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, foundations and governments.
